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Introduction

Our concept of God has a great deal to do withhthe we speak and live. Our outward acts are expres
sions and extensions of our heart. As the Bibys,sghe mouth speaks from that which fills the ftiedn

his book, “The knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozearséd off by saying, “What comes into our mind when
we think about God is the most important thing dhai (p.1). This is made plain from the Biblevas

will soon see. This also was made plain (painfatly to me some years back through the life obakied
man.

The life of a troubled man

He was doing all the right things. Undeniably,Ha& blown it in the past. But, after each coungeties-
sion, he would quickly apply the gleaned insiglothis marriage. His wife, on the other hand, waisre-
sponsive. He tried confession and asking for fangess. He tried to be more conscientious aphiing
time. He brought flowers home and would keep theage organized and clean. And yet, she was not
willing to give herself to him. Weeks on end, wedhears together. We prayed together. We sdbght
Lord in Scripture together. And at the close afiegeling sessions, | would exhort him to a lifdathful-

ness so as to please the Lord.

He came to me one morning unscheduled. His eyes starp. His body stiff. | asked him to haveats
He stood. He said, "It doesn't work". Nothing waaking sense to me and so | asked him to clakfg.
said, "It doesn't work". After brief conversatidnealized what we were up against.

This confused and angry man in Montana had a comdéépod that was unbiblical. When things did not g
according to his expectations, he began talkingiationgs not being fair (“it's just not fair...itgist not
fair”). His twisted thinking saw God as a typehafss in the sky. "I obligate God to give more bseal
give more" was the attitude. He knew that the maiitilof God for his marriage was reconciliation.He
thought that by working obediently for God to restthe marriage God was obligated now to pay ost Hi
grace to restore his marriage. It's just the wayatks. God cannot do it alone. He needs my hetpve
my help. And God is to uphold his end of the dedlhis misconception of God lodged deep in this 's1an
heart. It fueled anger when it appeared that Gosl wvdiair. This anger became audible through complai
ing and would eventually terminate his marriaged(paerhaps even his faith).

Transition

This morning we conclude our three-part seriesdilt. when God seem3Joday we will notice in a pas-
sage of the Bible what's going avhen life is hard and God seems unf&wur aim in this series has been
to help you endure through difficulty by faith it #hat God is for you in Christ Jesus. As we hlaked

at the topic of endurance we keep coming backeasttbject of grace. We will see today tiiate do not
have a proper view of God we will not enjoy HisagaAnd if we do not enjoy grace we will decry “that’
unfair” and will increase in grumbling and complaig This is a serious condition and can only beee
died by the enjoyment of grace. To this end letasyp



The Parable Matthew 20:1-16

The passage for this morning is found in the fasok of New Testament; the Gospel according to Mat-
thew. We will notice a parable to help us enjogagrin Matthew 20:1-16. Please open your Bibldddt
thew 20:1-16 as we listen to Jesus tell this patabl

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of ai$® who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. Afterraging with the laborers for a denarius a
day, he sent them into his vineyard. And goingabout the third hour he saw others stand-
ing idle in the marketplace, and to them he safau go into the vineyard too, and whatev-
er is right | will give you.” So they went. Goingt@again about the sixth hour and the ninth
hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hewent out and found others standing.
And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idléa?’ They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go intowimeyard too.’

And when evening came, the owner of the vineyaditaahis foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the laptto the first.” And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them receidsharius. Now when those hired first
came, they thought they would receive more, but ehthem also received a denarius.

And on receiving it they grumbled at the mastdahefhouse, saying, ‘These last worked on-
ly one hour, and you have made them equal to ushatie borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of thé#mend, | am doing you no wrong. Did
you not agree with me for a denarius? Take whatrig to you and go. | choose to give to
this last worker as | give to you. Am | not allovteddo what | choose with what belongs to
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So thandisbe first, and the first last.”

First, to understand the meaning of the parab&irhportant to note the context of the parableviatthew

19 we come across Jesus teaching a rich ruleotitatby grace do we enter the kingdom. He taugist th
amazing truth in a provocative way. Jesus toldla@ to go and sell all he had and giving all thecpeds

to the poor he was to follow him. Peter listenedhis and exposing his heart he replied, “[well] nave

left everything to follow you. What then will we Ve?” (19:27). Clearly Peter was operating off aherit
basis. He imagined a sort of compensation plan @wees whereby we put in more labor and we get out
more benefits.

Jesus rebukes this theology stating a staggerimgipe. In essence, 19:29 says that God makes gvéor

ry "loss" a hundred-fold! We must understand tBatl is not doling out paychecks of blessings baged

on what we have done. Now is there hard work taldiee at home, in the local church and in our neigh-
borhoods? Are we called out of laziness and iaboits of love? Do we hear messages from the Bdlle c
ing us to sacrifice even unto death? Yes, belotlad,|S following Christ (cf. 10:24-39; 13:44; 181D).

But as you see with the rich young méme wayinto the Kingdom is the way of grace so also we are to
see in this parable that the waycontinuein the Kingdom is the way of gracedcf. Gal.3:1-9)

Peter, as it were, began looking at himself and theking around at others. His understanding odl @as
skewed. Peter was wondering whether God would "payi'enough for his work. The apostle was losing
his bearings under the "burden of the day and ¢becking heat" (cf. 20:12). Comparing apostolicrsa
fice with anything else showed Peter that theylyesdcrificed. And now with this "mound of minigtr
merit" he then was sensing that they were desenfitig freight of favor".



Title -3

Text
To free Peter from a twisted thought that God'sditey is based upon our giving (i.e. a compensation
plan), Jesus tells this parable. Perhaps todaglidethis parable for your sake.

Now as you listened to the parable read it may Iséneeek many of you as truly unfair. In the paelthe
owner went out to hire workers. He hired some at,6Gsome at 9am, some at noon, some at 3pm anyg lastl
he hired some at 5pm. He then called them in fitoenvineyard to receive their wages at 6pm. Thke la
group came first and received one denarius (wagea tlay’s work). Each additional group came and go
the same. The last group who was the first grougtdrt the day came expecting more than what ey
viously agreed on. They were surprised and argaythey got what they agreed upon. They thouuit t
they should get more due to the greater amounbok they did.

In the strict context of labor relations they magvé a point. When an employer wants to get adiig |
done and knows he does not have the wherewittadh®mve the goal he needs help. He hires workerd. A
the workers are to be paid for the work they desdime employees work a 25 hr. work week and others
work overtime there should be unequal paychecksngout. An employee should be paid in proportion to
his/her work. That's fine for managing employmeitiiaions. But Jesus is not teaching on labor ieiat

He is teaching on God'’s grace and what goes wrdrgnwe are not enjoying His grace.

When life is hard and God seems unfair what do el For Peter, he needed the point of the patdble.
needed his understanding of God corrected befooathlel enjoy His grace.

The Point

Here is the point of the parable. God’s givingaiways and vastly out of proportion to our effoitss
grace is full, first-class and forever. We willvee stop enjoying God's grace by getting to the @nitl or
by running out of time. It is premium. It is pernesm. It is most pleasurable.

We see this point developed in v16-17 as we n@etimer’s reply to the complainers. In essencesalg
| am just. | am sovereign. | am generous. Bec#esks just they should take what's theirs and Be-
cause he is generous they should not be envious.

From this parable, you can see can’t you that tileer® room in the kingdom of heaven for those wdo
sent God’s generosity in someone else’s life. dssthough they enjoyed the owner’s generosity when
was on them. But when the owner wanted to be gesdmothers they grumbled and decried, “unfak&
Craig Blomberg in his commentary said, “Little ssemore unequal than the equal treatment of uneéguals

The Principles

What are we to hear this morning from this passaje® are we to see God in light of this parablePd
tease out some principles from this parable inmoiweee what Jesus teaches us about the gracedofAS
we pay attention to the point of the passage weaweamportant truths about God’s grace. We wikrh
end this morning’s message by noticing what hintlees=njoyment of that grace.

God’s grace is free (v.7 = “Because no one hired us”)
The first aspect of grace we come to in this parabh be deduced from vGod’s grace is free.

Listen again as | read v6-7. “and about the eldvéaur he went out and found others standing.
And he said to them, “why do you stand here idlelay?” They said to him, “because no one has
hired us”. He said to them, “you go into the vineyto”.

In the custom of the day migrant workers or daygag laborers would get up early in the morning
and go to the market place; the hub of the townaad for farmers to come and hopefully hire
them for a day’s work. In our parable with only dmaur of the working day left the farmer hires
yet one more group. Why? Was it due to too mamapes and not enough workers? Was the
farmer concerned that the grapes would spoil on time if he did not get more help?



Are we to understand the farmer as having needghanavorkers as meeting those needs? OR is
this about the generosity of the farmer and thestegsness of the workers?

(Preach on God as all-glorious and thus has na-defciencies (shortcomings, lack) forcing Him
to do something He does not want to do. He deligh&how forth His resourcefulness (generosity)
to and through “throw-aways”)

And so we note the first aspect of grace. Itegfr

God’s grace is sovereign (v.15 = “l wish to give what is my own”)

The second truth about grace is found in v15. TaKisten to the farmer’s response to a whiny
worker as | read v13-15. “But he replied to on¢haim, “Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you
not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belémgeu and go. | choose to give to this last
worker as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do wihahoose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity”?

Here we notice resentment from the hard-workinggagy faithful employee. It's not fair, he says,
to be treated as an equal to this loser. | shoaldiben much more (or he should be given much
less). Either way, what you do with what you owmat right. You should be stopped from doing
what you do. You should give me more preferablgtdeast give him less.

Can the farmer’s generosity be governed by thst Wworker? Should the farmer’s desire to help the
overlooked be stopped? The take away for us hetkeirparable is to sense the second aspect of
grace found in v15God’s grace is sovereign.

(Preach on God as all-glorious and thus has nd¢sravaholdups which would keep Him from doing
what He pleases)

But with an attitude of comparing or deserving we cannot enjoy it (v.12 = ...you have made
them equal to us [comparing] who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day
[deserving])

Now we come to the point in the message where ywexwhy the first group does not enjoy God’s
generosity. It's time now to expose when they [am] do not enjoy grace. Look with me at v12 and
notice the attitude reflected in this verse. Bagkup to verse 11 we read “and on receiving it they
grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘ttestavorked only one hour and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the ddylascorching heat”.

The last group in responding to the generosityhef farmer exposed themselves. The reader is now
able to understand why the first group was not &blenjoy the grace of the owner. The flow of the
parable’s point looks like this:

God'’s grace is free. God’s grace is sovereign.vtit an attitude of comparing or deserving we cdnno
enjoy it.

You made them equal to us

The first group looked around and saw the throwyawndhen they looked at themselves; their
bronze, buff bodies and said snidely, “you madentlegual TO US”. Notice the prideful compari-
son drawn up in v12. With this type of view offsshe cannot view God accurately and one cannot
enjoy his grace.
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Text

Who have borne the burden...of the day

The first group also betrays an attitude of deservHere how they describe their efforts. They are
the ones who have borne the burden of the day. &@heyhe ones who have held up under the
scorching heat. Therefore, they are the ones wboldlbe favored over against the nobodies.

(Preach on the heinous view of God that would telitim and exalt self)

God’s grace is the basis for all blessings. Tokvire earn them is to have an inaccurate view of
both God and self.

Conclusion
To wrap up the message and rest it on your hearts...

here are some closing questions for your considerathen life is hard and God seems unfair

* Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for youvai@on?
o Are you trying to work your way into heaven?
o Are you treasuring something on earth more thansCimr heaven?
* Do you view yourself as a “somebody”?
o Does God need you to get His mission done?
Does God recognize your worth in the completiohisfmission?
Do you complain frequently?
Do you compare yourself with others often and coutgookin’ good?
Do you deserve to be treated better due to allwdbne?

o O O O O

If so then...
» Repent of your high view of yourself
» Repents of your low view of God
* Do you view yourself as a “nobody”’?
o Do you feel like a throw-away?
= Do you know of your sin?
» Do you know you possess nothing to attract Godisifa
» Do you know that apart from God'’s free grace yaiagoner?
= Then...
* restin His sovereignty
» relish His free grace

* and readily carry out His will.



