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Faithful Flexibility & Directed Discipline

A look at a lifestyle reflecting good stewardship of the gospel

1 Corinthians 9:19-27
Dan Turner

Whether you have the gospel but no one to talk tgoa have relationships but no gos-
pel — either way you are failing to be a good stem@& the message entrusted to you.
This morning’s message is to make plain a lifestgftective of being a good steward of
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Do you find yourself growing in knowledge of thesgel but not growing in friendships
with unbelievers? You are able to think clearly mpbe aspects of the gospel. Your in-
sights into the Scriptures are keen. Your abildyfollow a theological argument is
strong. YET, you have no significant friendshipghaihose who need to be saved. If
this is you then today’s message is for you (reteghips).

Or, do you find yourself with close friends who amgbelievers. You are liked by them.
You thoroughly enjoy sharing common interests wittur unsaved friends. You con-
sider them some of your best friends. YET, yow lIdoks no different from them. Your
values and ways mirror theirs. You have unbelieimgnds but no message. If this is
you then today’s message if for you (righteousness)

What, then, is the solution?

Please take out your Bibles and turn with me torii@tmans 9:19-27. This morning we
want to think together about our responsibilitieshare the gospel with those who do
not know Jesus Christ as their master and saWe.desire to provide each of you with
instruction and application needed to become gt®aasds of the message entrusted to
you.

This message is the third in a series titled Stdglap. The aim of the Elders with this
series is simple. We want each of us to underdiaaidwe are responsible and account-
able to be good stewards of God’s gifts. He hasustgd us with much. The question be-
fore us is: Are we faithful with what He has gives?
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It is my desire that as a result to this morningsssage, we will be able to strike a bal-
ance between these two sides; separation and kdgmibetween never mixing with
unbelievers and being so absorbed in their lifestthat we become like two peas in a
pod. When we slip down either side of these exéemnwe fail to be good stewards of
the grace of life.

In 1Corinthians 9:19-27, Paul models the third wagffective stewardship of the mes-
sage ; faithful flexibility and directed disciplinkoth of which are indispensable for ma-
turity in stewardship of the gospel. We will takéook at both ways this morning as we
see them in 1Cor.9:19-27. [read passage]

Paul’s argument
To get to vv.19-27, one must go through vv.1-18ldvwoalong as | read vv.1-3.

Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not skssus our Lord? Are not you my
workmanship in the Lord? If to others | am not gostle, at least | am to you, for
you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.is Th my defense to those who
would examine me.

In chapter nine, we step into a vehement argunanthie authenticity of Paul’'s apostolic
authority. Is Paul a valid apostle? Should the chun the first century obey his writings?
In light of some in the church questioning his awitly, Paul lays before the church a de-
fense for the validity of his ministry.

To reconstruct the situation, we could organizepihesage like this:
Inv.4-18...
Their charge
“Paul, you do not have any authority because youndbeven get paid”.
Paul's defense
“| freely forego a paycheck for the advancementefgospel.”
Inv.19-27...
Their argument:
“You do not have any authority Paul because youexav
Paul's defense:
“l freely become all things to all people that Ight win as many as possible”.

Paul’s authority derived from the call of God to dre apostle of Christ Jesus was not to be
brought into question. His heart was genuine.rigssage was pure. He was for real. This
is why they (and we) must pay close attention tawie says and how he lives. So, what
did he say and how did he live? Answers to thesstipns are what we will focus on in this
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message; a message aimed at helping us become giettards of the message of Jesus
Christ.

Listen as | continue to read. Vv.19-27

For thought | am free from all, | have made mysetlervant to all, that | might win
more of them. To the Jews | became as a Jew, gr ¢odwin Jews. To those under
the law | became as one under the law (though amtgomyself under the law) that |
might win those under the law. To those outsigddlv | became as one outside the
law (not being outside the law of God but underldve of Christ) that | might win
those outside the law. To the weak | became whak]) might win the weak. | have
become all things to all people that by all meansdht save some. | do it all for the
sake of the gospel that | may share with themsimblgssings. Do you not know that
in a race all the runners compete but only one igxethe prize? So run that you
may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-contnadll things. They do it to receive
a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So hat run aimlessly; | do not box
as one beating the air. But | discipline my body &eep it under control lest after
preaching to others | myself should be disqualified

Paul’s flexible & disciplined evangelism

Paul models flexible and disciplined evangelisnotiBsides of evangelism, | will be argu-
ing, are needed to break through barriers which kesp the gospel from the lost. Paul's
lifestyle demonstrates how we can avoid the extser®a the one hand, if we are not flexi-
ble in our lifestyles we will inevitably become lated and withdrawn; people with the mes-
sage but no audience. We will not have any unbieliefriends. We will retreat into our
holy huddles and comfortable cliques with no impactthose who currently are under the
very wrath of God (cf. Jn.3:36)Vithout real contact there will be no real impact

And yet, on the other hand, if we are not discigdinn our pursuit of holiness, we will inevi-
tably become indistinguishable from the world. W# conform to the pattern of this
world, our claim to the benefits of the cross sohotiow and effective evangelism comes to
an end.Without biblical sanctification there will be noldical communication

With these high stakes in view, look with me byedt Paul. From Vv.19-23 we can see at
least three aspects of Paul's Faithful Flexibiiityhis evangelistic lifestyle. All of these as-

pects are imbedded in the metaphor of a servaatsals in v.19 “For though | am free from

all, I have made myself a servant of all that Ilmigin more of them”. He is so eager to win

the lost that he will be a servant of people.
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A Faithful Flexibility

Aspects of servanthood

. Freely: The first aspect of being a servant can be seeri9. “I made myself a ser-
vant” tells us that for Paul being a servant ofgdedor the sake of the gospel is no
effort. He freely does this. There is no begradattitude. There is no internal re-
straint forcing him through guilt or whatever telpiup the towel and serve rebel-
lious, hardened, unbelievers. It is his joy. Ihis delight to be an instrument in the
redeemer’s hand.

. Flexible: The second aspect of being a servant can bersegr20-22. Paul lists
different groups in which he demonstrates flexipiin adapting himself to blend in
to their culture. To a Jew he became koshur. h&d@entile he became like them
though not sinning to do so. He rounds off thiswgh the weak. As we trace this
term back to chapter one, it appears that Paefésring to the poor and uneducated.
His point here is that he crosses socio-economitegoa and becomes like them in
order to win them over to Christ.

. Focused on the goal Lastly, the aspect we see in vv.22b-23 relaidedus or per-
spective. His attention living in a fallen worlorfthe sake of Christ is fixed upon the
goal. And what is the goal we see in these vu@ns in two directions though not in
tension with one another. We see the goal of tdgipes and activities is to win by
all means possible some unbelievers to Christ. Myhers and sisters, this verse is
peerless in relation to our efforts in evangelismehat the Chapel. Oh, how | desire
all of us to adopt this perspective on life. Tosbesingle in passion that all we do is
for the sake of the lost will radically impact awighborhoods and utterly change the
look of the Chapel. And all this for the multipltean of the manifestation of the
glory of God!

Paul focuses his life not only on saving soulsrmtice v.23. He understands that to
orient his life around this goal is outright favbla for him. He sees no tension be-
tween a radically self-denying passion for the sake@nbelievers’ salvation and a
radically self-interest passion for the sake ofspaal enjoyment of the blessings of
God. The two passions unite; a passion for lostssand a passion to be eternally
happy. This is the focus Paul has that kept himmgring to the end.

To defend his apostolic authority, Paul has beborlag to demonstrate that he is a
faithful man. He writes this section to show thatit a model of a good steward of
the message of Jesus Christ (see 1Cor. 9:17 & Heljlid this by showing the
church what his lifestyle is about; namely it ioabwinning souls to Jesus Christ.
And he does this through a flexible and focusezbtifle.
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A Directed Discipline

He continues his argument but now with a differesmtage point. He wants them to see
that even when he is adapting to his culture amesndings, he is ruthless in his pursuit of
holiness. And this aspect of evangelism we arlingah Directed Discipline.

Aspects of an athlete

In w.24-27, Paul shifts metaphors from servardttdete. In his day and in city of Corinth
particularly they were accustomed to the Isthmiaam@s; second in stature only to the
Olympics. And so, the church would follow the ireagwell.

Paul strongly desires himself and the church tanakge into the culture of those whom
they evangelize. But he is even more vehementttitdaptation of lifestyle not take the
church into compromise. His thoughts are mainiyulalining at cultic meals at the pagan
temples. His concern is mainly idolatry (see 1D:Add so, in chapter 10 he will come out
and forbid them to participate in the activity @tieg meat sacrificed to idols at the pagan
temples when they are celebrating their polytheisitde wants them to get and stay pure
while at the same time staying in contact with diglvers. To do that he illustrates his life
to them through a word picture. In this word pretof an athlete we can see at least three
aspects helpful to run in such a way that they @bllain the final prize; the salvation of their
souls.

1. Strenuous To explain what it takes to be involved in fllebd and disciplined evangel-
ism Paul highlights the nature of this discipliNg. 24-25 tell the church that this radi-
cal lifestyle is arduous, taxing, demanding, exhiagsat times. It is nothing short of
STRENUOUS. His only command found in this paragrepin v.24; “so run” — He is
telling them, and God is telling us, that theraassuch thing as loitering in the Christian
journey. There is no such category of coastingafithg around. The Christian life (par-
ticularly when we enter into other people’s culjusea laborious discipline to stay clear
of idolatry and ultimate ruin.

2. Self-control: Paul lists another aspect to Directed DiscigliBangelism. We can pick
that out from v.25. “Self-control” and thoughtsdik are interwoven throughout this
paragraph. He is tells the church that a lifeedf-denying is non-optional for those who
will make it to the end and so win the prize ofreééd joy. As an athlete, denying certain
fleeting enjoyments were part of the 10-month trgjrschedule. They understood that
to win the prize they had to forfeit some good gjsimn order to gain the better things.
And so it is with us. To survive; nay, to thriveevangelism we must understand that
the greater joys to be experienced come to thogeswhmit to a self-denying regimen.
To stay pure in an impure surrounding we must adaalf-controlled lifestyle.

3. Sees the goal Lastly, Paul lists the third aspect under beingthlete. This is seen in
Vvv.26-27. To maintain radical difference from therld when ministering in the world
we must have a discipline that is strenuous, smitrolled and lastly sees the goal. Paul
saw the prize for which he was stretching. He alsw it in the negative. V. 27 tells us
that Paul saw himself as a candidate for losinghatgoy should he not be like this ath-
lete. This is not to say that for Paul he thought his eternal security was bound up in
his undaunted self-determination. Paul had alcthdidence in the Sovereign God who
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is faithful (cf. 1:8; 10:13). And one of the way® Sovereign God perseveres people
like Paul (and like you and me) is to make us feal warnings. And we come across
one of these staggering warnings in v.27.

Paul’'s disciplined evangelism, to keep himself friir@ entanglements of the world, was
strenuous, self-denying and sees the goal. What nhmive need for counsel than Paul’s
example.

Lessons
1. Be flexible in conscience when it comes to narahissues.

The Bible tells us that each of ususceptible to being weak in our conscience (see
8:7). We are never to go against our conscierex®§s10,11). But that does not mean
that we are to stay week in our conscience (se€&)B:Learn how to make
distinctions between moral and non-moral issues BBom.12:1-2). For example, is
it a moral issue to go to the Cinema, drink a pejoy sporting events, pierce an
ear, listen to music without Christian lyrics, garg out with immoral people, etc?

This charge is not to be taken lightly. It candamgerous (cf. 6:12). Talk with your
elder(s). Never, ever go against your conscierioe;that would be sin. Yet,
don’'t be afraid of culture. Listen to your eldetgaching on the moral will of
God (see a summary of this teaching in Garry Enss bookDecision Making
and the will of Godchapter 26 calle#eaker Brothers, Pharisees and Servants
pp.395-419). Think rigorously and carefully ovehat issues and activities are
cultural and what are biblical. Live life in Criwith an aim to winning others to
Christ with your God-given freedom from Christ.

2. Be flexible in other people’s interests and lggokinds.

The issue around which this message centers retidering of priorities that reflect
Christ himself (a friend of sinners). It is noatlwe do not have time for irreligious
folks. Rather, we schedule them right out of oued. We would rather enjoy our
own interests and spend time with those who reflac own backgrounds. Are we in
over with our own interests? Can we see that tlseggeater joy in participating in
other people’s interests for the sake of theilsoather than enjoying merely what
we enjoy? Are there attitudes and actions fronctviwe need to repent?

3. Be flexible in order to enjoy the blessings ¢ie tgospel.
Reread 1Corinthians 9:23 and allow the logic of terse to shape your lifestyle. Go
whole-heartedly after the blessings found in xilfle and disciplined lifestyle of
evangelism. Grow in joy! Develop your delight asiyreorganize your schedule and
spend time with unbelievers for their salvatiorhe flexible and disciplined lifestyle
of evangelism described in this passage is a smefmgreat blessings — for the
evangelist! Don’'t miss the blessings offered yguniot heeding this message and
changing in your priorities and relationships.
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4. Be disciplined in your pursuit of holiness amqgagan culture.
If the first three lessons about flexibility werbaaut getting us into the lives of the
lost the last three lessons about discipline boritkeeping us safe in the midst of
the lost. According to Chapter 8:9-13, one hadngeak conscience in a certain area
can become vulnerable to the sin of those aroum¢her. (See also 8:7 & 6:12). We
are called to pursue holiness. Be like an athidte trains for his sport; Strenuous is
a characteristic of one who pursues holiness m r1tidst of irreverence and
immorality. Exhausting, arduous and tiring can(ded most the time is) our fight
against sin and for faith, hope and love. Neveregip beloved! Enter an un-
believer’s life with vigilance over your own healést you be tempted and swayed
into sin. (cf. 6:12)

5. Be disciplined to forgo good things to gain thetter things.
Another aspect of a disciplined life of evangelisas to do with self-control. As an
athlete, we must forgo certain things. Winninguiegs discipline even for the best of
athletes. Paul applies the metaphor to their — @nd— situation. To enter into
people’s lives safely we need to be cautious.ti®iCorinthians, they actually had to
forego some things altogether because they wdrerently incompatible with the
Christian life. According to 10:14-22, they wem®lpibited to go to the community
outings at the pagan temples and eat the cultadandProstitution and idolatry were
common at these meals. The Christian was not peanto “hang out” at these
temples. The meat at the temple was choice. Thecalerie at the outings was
good. They had to forgo these good things in rotdeenjoy something better —
namely holiness. Are there places and activateshich you would succumb to sin?
Even under the goal of evangelism this messadge ytell to be self-controlled and
stay out!

6. Be disciplined in order to heed the dangersiefgospel.

We are not playing with toy guns. Stakes are Higrnity is in view. The last aspect
of a directed discipline in a lifestyle of evarigel has to do with a warning. This
warning is real. Genuine Christians feel genuiaenwgs. For Paul, he certainly
sensed the grave danger should he not heed timngyavWe too as we grow in
evangelism must take to heart this last lessonldng to associate with unbelievers.
We understand that without contact there will bempact. Nevertheless, the Bible
commands us to pursue holiness and watch ovedreauts with all diligence. Love
the lost while at the same time you love the LOREhare in holiness as you share
your life with those perishing. In other wordsgystlear of idolatry as to stay close to
idolaters. We cannot have one or the other. We imaxee BOTH.

(Reiterate the lessons and then quote 10:31)
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