
   - 135 

©2004 by Russ Kennedy1997 All Rights Reserved 

The Eager Anticipation for the Sufficient Savior 
Hebrews 9:23-28 

Stars make appearances. Famous people like to show their importance by appearing at all 
the right events. I am intrigued by the notion today that some people are not famous for 
anything substantial-they are famous for being famous. One of the controversies that is 
raging through the golf and tennis worlds recently is the paying of appearance fees. An 
athlete who is famous and followed is paid money simply to be at an event. Easy to see 
why. How many more people attend an event in which Tiger Woods is playing? 

Now we come to this text and suddenly Jesus is making appearances. See in verses 24, 26 
and 28? What is the author talking about? Is Jesus’ appearing like that of mega-stars? 
Does He attend these events in these places at these times because He is famous? Has 
someone paid Him an appearance fee so as to draw the crowds? I think not. 

Jesus is making these appearances because we, every one of us, face the enormous prob-
lem of sin, death and judgement. At the end of the day, what the New Covenant and its 
superior and sufficient sacrifice bring us, is Jesus appearing to deal with man’s greatest 
problem and need. 

The question being asked all through this text is simply this: how are sinful and sinning 
people welcomed in heaven? 

Our Present Need (v.23-24) 
Our author has been unfolding for us the superiority and sufficiency of the Christ in the 
New Covenant. In His priesthood, worship and sacrifice, Jesus brings to us what the Old 
Covenant could not. His sacrifice, its provision in death and proof in blood, brings the 
reality of forgiveness, freedom and cleansing we so need. From that truth we get this 
conclusion. 

For Jesus’ Cleansing of Heaven (v.23) 
Listen to what this is saying. It was necessary that the earthly tabernacle and priests 
and utensils be cleansed with the blood of sacrifices. In contrast, the heavenly must be 
cleansed with better sacrifices. Now stop just a moment and think about what he is 
saying. 

Ø Heaven must be cleansed. How can that be? Why would heaven, the place of 
God’s holy abode need cleansing? How could it be defiled? Because we are going 
to be there. The answer then is not complimentary. But it is wonderfully hope giv-
ing. If you want to be made much of, rather than having the mercy of God made 
much of, you will not want to listen to this. But if you love the mercy of God and 
admit the misery of your own condition, you’ll love this. For Jesus meets us there 
to cleanse us there. To the degree that we might defile heaven, to that degree Je-
sus cleanses heaven. (Piper) 

Introduction 
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Ø With better sacrifices. This is how it is possible. Sinners are welcomed in heaven 
because Jesus is their better sacrifice and He meets them and cleanses them and 
forgives them. Here again the mercy and grace of God is magnified. He is exoner-
ated and exalted. Heaven is cleansed with better sacrifices to welcome sinners. 

For Jesus’ Entering Heaven (v.24) 
Jesus never entered the earthly Temple to offer sacrifice. The hand of God at the hour 
of Jesus’ sacrifice only entered the earthly Temple to tear the veil closing off the Holy 
of Holies in half. Jesus’ New Covenant sacrifice is not about entering copies and re-
producing shadows and maintaining what was passing away. It is about realities and 
entering heaven and fulfilling and finalizing salvation’s work. Jesus finished His sac-
rifice on the cross. He was buried and rose again. Weeks later, He ascended and en-
tered heaven’s hallowed halls. 

There He appears. The word here means to exhibit by appearing in person. He 
showed by His appearing that the sacrificial work of salvation was done. 

Now listen to this. He speaks to us who feel so dirty and deeply bad that we could 
only pollute heaven if we were there. We who have been stained and soiled by our 
sin- we have here an invitation. Come to heaven. For Jesus is there. He did not die in 
vain. His sacrifice was not for nothing. He will meet you there and cleanse you there. 
(Piper) 

Jesus is now appearing in heaven, in the very presence of God, for us. 

His Past Provision (v.25-26) 
How can we possibly have this amazing present reality? Because of the description of 
what Jesus achieved. 

In Its Contrast (v.25-26a) 
What Jesus has done for us is mercifully different. Notice that the author says that not 
only did Jesus not appear in earthly copies, but He also does not have to be sacrificed 
over and over again. The annual repetition was designed to remind that this was not 
yet the reality. If Jesus had to do what the Old Covenant priests did, then He would 
have had to suffer in sacrifice over and over again since the very beginning. 

What was for Old Testament saints a daily or weekly or yearly event, has become for 
us a heresy. Jesus no longer must be sacrificed again and again. I want you to under-
stand that those who in the mass offer Christ up again in an unbloody sacrifice are 
denying the sufficiency and finality of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Why is this so? 

In Its Completeness (v.26b) 
Because the massive concern of the Author here is to show that Jesus’ sacrifice is a 
once for all event. He appeared at the consummation of the ages once and forever to 
do away with sin by the one time sacrifice of Himself. 

You see, when we come to heaven, to the presence of God, we come to a just and 
omnipotent Presence blazing with holiness. And we come sinful and stained and cor-
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rupted and defiled. So we must believe in Jesus, not in a soft-fuzzy way. But in the 
concrete reality of truth. Let’s look together at those statements of truth. 

Ø He has appeared once. The word here means to make visible. It is a reference to 
His incarnation. He took a body and made the invisible spirit that is God forever 
visible. He did this once. It is not repeated. He came in physical form in human 
body. He does not come to us in dreams or visions or in bread and wine. In His 
body He died. His body was raised from the dead and was glorified. In that hu-
man body He ascended into heaven. There He appears for us. Precious truth this.  

Ø What He did in that appearing is once for all. It is final and finished. There is no 
more sacrifice for sin. The effect of Jesus’ sacrifice is so perfect, so complete, so 
final that its effect goes on and on century by century and rises up into eternity. 

Ø What He did brought history to a climax. The first and second coming of Jesus are 
seen as the end of the age. What is stretched out between them is a kind of exten-
sion of the end- it is the mercy and grace of God calling out the elect to inherit the 
blessings of those comings. So the cross to the crown is not merely another hu-
man event. It is the climax of history. 

Ø What He did took care of sin. I pray that you see this with eyes of faith. The sub-
stitutionary sacrifice of Jesus dealt with sin. It paid its penalty and debt. It crushed 
its power. It will consummate in freeing us from its presence. What an encour-
agement this is to each of us who struggle so much with our own sin and weak-
ness. 

Ø What He did was to sacrifice Himself. He gave up His life. It was not the death of 
bulls or goats or pigeons. It is not the sacrifice of chickens or grain. It is not the 
sacrifice of religious routine that saves. It is not even our own sacrifice. It was and 
is and is eternally, the full and final and sufficient sacrifice of Jesus Himself and 
Himself alone. 

Jesus’ past provision is in one, supreme, sufficient and final sacrifice of Himself that 
dealt with sin. 

Our Future Hope (v.27-28) 
This text brings us face to face with the greatest problem of person’s life. What do you 
think is your greatest problem? You probably thought about your finances, or a physical 
problem, or a spiritual struggle. Maybe you feel like your children or teens – or maybe 
your parents. Some may point to spouse or job. Maybe you think church is your greatest 
problem. I am sure that some would think somewhat more Biblically and say, “Sin is my 
biggest problem.” 

Loved ones, all of these are sometimes distracting or destroying difficulties which con-
sume our time and attention and efforts. But, we all, each one of us from the youngest 
child here to the oldest seasoned saint here, faces an enormous problem. And what makes 
it all the more difficult is that there is no escaping this problem. 
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In Its Principle (v.27) 
For you see, verse 27 says that man is destined or appointed to die and then to face 
judgement. Here is our biggest problem. We all will die. And when we die, we will 
face judgement. Princess Diana knows this well. John Denver knows this well. Mal-
colm Forbes has faced his maker. 

Ø It is a divine appointment. Death is not a the end of a natural process but at a God 
appointed moment. Death is inevitable because God has appointed the day of our 
birth and the day of our death. A certain number of days have been set for by 
God-not Satan, not my enemy, not cancer and not me. God works this appoint-
ment into the fabric of all His sovereign purpose and planning. (Piper) 

Ø You will die once. Let us put away any thought of reincarnation. You are not 
coming back with hope of doing better next time. You will live. You will die. You 
are not coming back to die again. 

Ø After death, judgment. This is the most terrifying prospect in all the universe—
that we might be met after death with a holy and angry and omnipotent God hold-
ing us accountable for whether we trusted Him and treasured Him and worshipped 
Him and followed His ways in this life. In this text at this point, the judgment fol-
lowing death is a terrifying and furious fire,  a great act of divine justice and 
vengeance on those who may claim to be God’s people but are only external 
Christians. Judgment will be eternal torment in the fire and brimstone of hell 
where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

But this is not the end of the story. 

In Its Provision (v.28a) 
For our salvation and encouragement and hope, this text tells us that Jesus joins us in 
death and judgment. Just as man dies and is judged, so Jesus. Jesus’ death is judg-
ment. His death is a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. 

Ø It is a sin-bearing work. This is the heart of Christianity, the heart of the gospel 
and the heart of God’s great work of redemption. When Jesus died, He bore sins. 
He took sins on Himself and then received the judgment that was due for sins 
Himself. He became the substitute for our sin and our judgment. 

Ø  It is a substitutionary work. This is not the popular gospel today. But it is the 
truth of the Word of God. Jesus bore the sins of many. Those whose names were 
written down in the book of life had their sins placed on Jesus. That is why here 
and in other texts, the many are referred to. I do not like the term limited. But I 
love the term particular. Jesus took the sins of the many for them. Jesus took my 
sins for me.  

Jesus dies and comes to judgment. But not on His own account. What He did was 
done for us-the many, the ones that He now appears in heaven for. 
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In its Prospect (v.28b) 
Jesus appears in heaven now for us because He appeared once and for all to deal with 
sin at the cross. Having done this, He will yet appear, not to judge sin in us, but to 
rescue and save us from judgment upon sin. As one translation puts it so well, “Not to 
bear sin, but to bring salvation.” 

Here is the life transforming hope. Jesus will appear a second time to bring salvation. 
In His first coming He dealt with sin. In His second coming, He delivers His own. 

But notice carefully the wording here. It answers a very important question—who are 
the many in the first part of verse 28? For whom is He bringing His salvation at His 
appearing? The answer is given at the end of the verse. He is coming for those who 
“are eagerly waiting for Him.” 

If you ask me how you can know if you are going to be welcomed in heaven; how 
you can know that your sins are dealt with; how you can know that Jesus is appearing 
in heaven for you now; how can you know that you will be shielded from the awful 
wrath of the judgment of God and be brought into eternal life, I have the answer. Here 
is the answer: trust Jesus in a way that makes you eager for Him to come.  

This eager expectation for Jesus is simply a sign that we love Him and believe in Him 
authentically. There is a phony faith that wants only escape from hell and entrance to 
heaven and access to blessings, but has no desire for Christ Himself. That kind of be-
lief does not save you. It does not produce an eager expectation for Jesus to come. It 
would rather that Christ would wait as long as possible so that you can have as much 
of this world as possible. But the faith that really holds on to Jesus as a treasure and 
hope and joy is the one that makes us long for Jesus to come. That is the faith that 
saves. 
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Conclusion 
Ø What faith building and hope giving words these are: 

• Jesus is now appearing in heaven for us. This gives us freedom of access and 
conscience into the very presence of God. 

• Jesus has appeared and once for all, dealt with sin. What a balm for sin-weary 
souls. 

• Jesus will appear to bring the full reality of salvation to the many, to you who 
trust Jesus in a way that makes you eagerly anticipate your sufficient Savior. 

Ø I urge you and plead with you to turn from the world and from sin and to Christ. 
Take Him, not just as your fire insurance policy, but as your eagerly awaited 
friend and bridegroom and Lord. (Piper) 

 

 

 


