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 60 -  Living by the Gospel 
   Galatians 5:15-25 

Now, what does it mean to be led by the Spirit? There is a lot of confusion here. 
People think of the Spirit leading them as an inner voice guiding them. Nothing 
in this text or this book points us in that direction. Paul is saying we walk where 
we are led. We are led by the Word of God illuminated by the Spirit and our 
hearts enlightened by the Spirit. You must never separate Word and Spirit. The 
Spirit and Word are intertwined. To walk in the Spirit and to be led by the Spirit 
is to be Word focused.  

Its Products Contrasted (v19-23) 
So what will each realm produce? If the desires of the flesh control us, what will be 
observable? If the desires of the Spirit control us, what will be manifested? 

The Works of the Flesh (v.19-21) 
What the realm of the flesh produces is plain to all. There should be little debate 
about what the flesh produces. The Scriptures describe it. The world extrudes it. 
We do not have to wonder. The realm of flesh, the world, fallenness craves and 
does these things. 

Here is an illustrative list of the works of the flesh. These fit loosely into four 
classes or categories. But this list is not arbitrary. These works of the flesh were 
what the people in Galatia were vulnerable to and being tempted in. These are the 
sins that they were committing and were trying to regulate by legalism. 

Sexual 
• Sexual immorality as heart cravings and physical acts of sexual sin. 

• Impurity as the uncleanness by the effects of sexual sin. 

• Sensuality as the orientation leading to excesses of sexual sin in de-
bauchery. 

Spiritual/Religious 
• Idolatry as an orientation of the heart producing all sorts of sin in re-

bellion to God’s will. 

• Sorcery as an illicit use of natural and demonic powers contrary to 
God’s will. The word here is pharmakeia. 

Interpersonal 
• Enmity where there are heart hostilities towards others viewing them 

as enemies. 

• Strife as on-going conflict where there ought to be on-going peace 
and unity. 

• Jealousy where the heart sinfully craves the undeserved and unwar-
ranted sole attention of another. 

• Fits of anger where the heart’s raging and furies break forth in out-
bursts of unreasonable rage. 
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• Rivalries as the heart in hostile competition with someone where there 
ought to be partnership. 

• Dissensions as the expression of discord contrary to God’s will and 
dissonance with God’s Word. 

• Divisions as the separating out into theological sects or personal 
clicks where there ought to be oneness around truth, diversity in wise 
application and welcome to all. 

• Envy where the heart craves another’s place, position or possessions. 

Cultural 
• Drunkenness as being under the control of an intoxicating substance 

like alcohol. 

• Orgies as participating in sensual sins with a crowd where there is a 
gross lack of conscience, control and sensibility.  

Listen to the stern warning against the works of the flesh. This warning is in-
tended to keep you from these sins. It is also intended to cause you to examine 
your profession of faith. We are warned that those who keep on doing the works 
of the flesh will not inherit the kingdom of God. Why is this so? 

Those who are still in the realm of the flesh do its works. 

Those who are in the realm of the Spirit are in the kingdom of God. 

Therefore, to continue to do the works of the flesh as a manner of life is clear 
evidence that you are not in Christ, in His kingdom, a recipient of His Spirit and 
saving graces. 

The Fruit of the Spirit (v.22-23) 
In contrast is an illustrative list of the fruit of the Spirit. This is list is not com-
plete. There are many other products of the Sprit’s work in our lives. These 
products of the inward work of the Spirit are particularly what were needed in the 
Galatian churches. In contrast to the chaos and categories of the works of the 
flesh, they are not given in categories for they are a single cluster of fruit. 

• Love as both your experience and expression of sacrificial care for 
another. This is the forefront fruit whose character and qualities are 
replicated in all the rest. 

• Joy as your experience and expression of delight in God and in others 
where the fullness of fellowship overflows into inward happiness. 

• Peace as the inward quietness of your heart when submitted to the 
purposes and providences of God even in the midst of conflict and 
suffering. 

• Patience as your sturdy willingness to actively wait and forbear with 
others until God carries out His purposes in relationships.  
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Its Practice Commanded (v.25-26) 
So, you will choose which realm you live in. Since all this is by faith, your desires, 
emotions and actions will all be shaped and organized by what you believe and con-
fess. We work out what it means to live by the gospel in these two important com-
mands. 

To Walk by the Spirit (v.25) 
What this means has been the main part of this text and this message. But now, in 
addition to it being characteristic of those live by the Sprit, it is also a command. 
Living this way is not an option. It is required. To live a crucified life cultivating 
all the fruit of the Spirit is the privilege and power of being in Christ. It is be-
lieved in an obeying way by faith. 

To Humility in our Relationships (v.26) 
So what will it look like practically? It will look like loving God and neighbor. 
For the believers in the churches in Galatia and for each of you, it means being 
humble towards others and not conceited about yourself. 

Two practical ways that humility, love and the fruit of the Spirit affect our rela-
tionships. We will stop provoking and envying others. These were two particular 
problems in Galatia. We saw it in verse 15 where it is called, “biting and devour-
ing one another.” But these are important for us today. Humble yourself before 
the Lord. Don’t look down on others from the lofty and precarious perch of self-
conceit. Stop poking at others with your words and ways. Stop craving the good 
blessings good has given another in their position, place or possessions. Stop al-
lowing lusts and passions of the flesh, the world, the old man you were to orient 
your heart. Affirm in your heart that you are dead to the old and alive in the new. 
The Spirit will produce His fruit if you will walk in Him. 

 

How do you live gospel? 

Does living the gospel primarily mean trying to keep rules? Is your Christian life 
primarily about law or is it primarily about faith working by love? 

Do you practice the evident sins of the flesh? If so, are you in Christ? Have you 
believed the gospel and bowed to Christ our Lord and King? Do you trust His 
finished work for all? 

Do you struggle with the sins of the flesh? If so, in what way do you struggle? Is 
it a matter of will and strength? Or is a genuine belief in these principles and an 
active and intentional love for God and others? 

Let us all walk in Spirit so that we do not gratify the cravings of the flesh and so that 
we do not break our relationships with one another. 

May God’s grace enable all that His Word has taught and commanded us this day. 

 

  

Conclusion 



 64 -  Living by the Gospel 
   Galatians 5:15-25 

 

Notes 
                                                 
15 Adapted from Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary. 
16 We will be looking at these principles more in depth this coming summer in Adult 
Bible Education, Sunday AM 9:15 hour. 


