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Leading Sons and Daughters to Christ 
2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Russ Kennedy 
I remember my first profession of faith in Christ… 

I remember truly being converted as a teenager… 

Does this testimony disturb you? It should. For all the good and wise ways of my parents, 
their handling of our spiritual formation was misshapen by decisionism and legalism.  

This is the first Sunday of our 2008 Family Enrichment Conference. We dedicate this month 
to preparing singles and helping families to be pleasing to God in their marriages. The series 
over the years have tried to lay a foundation for being together as God’s people, first in the 
community of the church and then in the context of the home. This year our topic is Spiri-
tual Formation in the Home. 

We have a Bible based, Christ-centered, home-supporting children’s ministry we call the 
Ministry of Spiritual Formation. That ministry is designed to supplement and support the 
spiritual formation that is supposed to be going on at home. At times, we must do more 
when children come from unbelieving homes or who are challenged physically. This month, 
the Biblical Counseling and Spiritual Formation Ministries are partnering in this series to 
help parents with spiritual formation in the home. 

In this series of sermons this month, we are going to be addressing the following topics.  

 Leading sons and daughters to Christ. 

 Bringing sons and daughters to church with Pastor Devon Berry. 

 Keeping sons and daughters from hell with Pastor Dan Turner. 

 Heart issues in parenting with Dr. Robert Jones. 

The Elders have published a statement of philosophy on Children’s Inclusion at the Chapel. 
That document is available on our website and we strongly encourage every family to read it 
and be persuaded by it. In developing that philosophy which governs our ministry to chil-
dren, we set forth the following aims. 

TO ESTABLISH BOUNDARIES ACCORDING TO GOD’S WORD. It is our aim to set the frame-
work from the Scriptures in which we do ministry. We work through texts, distill them 
into summary statements of what we believe. These then help us to make wise applica-
tions of the Scriptures from our own insights and from the wisdom of other churches. 

TO ENCOURAGE FREEDOM WITHIN GOD’S WILL. Once we establish a framework we want to 
encourage families and ministries to feel a sense of liberty to work out your own walk 
with God with wisdom and freedom. In doing so, we are implementing the larger model 
for Christian liberty within ministry.  

TO ENABLE PARENTS BY GOD’S GRACE. As a particular focus this month, we want to en-
able, equip and encourage parents in the rearing of your children.  

Introduction 
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We have already seen the fruit of that work in God’s grace as several of our teens have made 
public professions of faith through baptism. We rejoice in what God has done. 

In line with those aims, our series will be formatted as follows: 

The morning sermon on the topic will be largely expositional. It will work through one 
or more relevant texts on the subject and explain what God’s Word says. The purpose of 
this exegetical work is to establish the Biblical boundaries according to the Scriptures. It 
will be designed to organize your belief and orient your wants towards what God re-
quires. 

The evening sermon on the topic will be largely practical. I use this term because you 
will recognize what I am saying, even though I cringe a bit when we say it this way. We 
will work through practical wisdom guidelines, advice, steps of action, and things to 
avoid. You will need to listen to them, adapt the ones that fit your life, home and way 
with your children. Much of it will be applied Scripture from the experience of those 
who have reared children and who counsel families here. 

The whole series is aimed at preparing future parents and equipping current parents. So, 
unless you are a eunuch or have the spiritual gift of singleness, this series is for you. It is 
meant to complement the Adult Bible Education hour. You will notice there is no ser-
mon on communication – that is for you to learn by coming to the ABE hour at 9:15. 

So, let us take up God’s Word with prayer and ready hearts to hear and heed the Scriptures. 

Seeing a Child’s Commendation 2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Timothy is an example for us of the place and power of godly parents who bring children up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Some will remember a great deal of this from an 
earlier sermon last year. 

The Personal Mentor (v.10-11) 
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim  in  life, my faith, 
my  patience, my  love, my  steadfastness,  11 my  persecutions  and  sufferings  that 
happened  to me at Antioch, at  Iconium, and at  Lystra—which persecutions  I en‐
dured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.  

This young man now serving on behalf of Paul in a difficult situation in the church at 
Ephesus has been mentored by Paul. He has observed what has shaped Paul’s life and 
ministry. He has the spiritual tools and training to understand the sacrifices required and 
the risks entailed. He was maturing as a man and was a Christian in ways we would all 
hope and long for our children. 

The Problems Faced (v.12-13) 
12 Indeed, all who desire  to  live a godly  life  in Christ  Jesus will be persecuted,  13 

while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 

He was being thrust into difficulty and danger. The culture he lived in and the circum-
stances he ministered in were deteriorating. He was surrounded by people who had the 
appearance of godliness but denied its spiritual power (v.1-9). They were arrogant and 
wicked. The apostolic ministry of the Word even in the church at Ephesus had not pro-

Sermon Page

2 Spiritual Formation in the Home



 Leading Your Children to Christ  - 3 
 Text 

duced a pure church. It was beset with doctrinal errors and sins. Into this situation, 
Timothy was sent to become a teaching elder. 

The Privilege Experienced (v.14-15) 
4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, know‐
ing  from  whom  you  learned  it  15 and  how  from  childhood  you  have  been  ac‐
quainted with  the sacred writings, which are able  to make you wise  for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  

In contrast to the hypocrisy all around him, Timothy had followed Paul’s example 
(v.10). He is exhorted to continue in what he has learned. Now at first, you would think 
that Paul would point to his own instruction of Timothy. But, he seems to emphasize the 
childhood Bible education Timothy received. In the verbs here I see a process that par-
ents and church together should lay hold of. 

Expose - He was acquainted with the Scriptures by a process of familiarization.  

Explain - He was taught the Scriptures through a process of instruction. 

Examine - He had learned the Scriptures by accountability and assimilation.  

Evangelize - He had believed the Scriptures by a gracious work of conversion. 

His family which included a godly grandmother and mother (1:5), had exposed, ex-
plained, examined and finally evangelized him. They had done so in total reliance on the 
power of Scripture to do God’s work in Timothy’s life. The Scriptures are able to make 
your children wise unto salvation. This is an extraordinary phrase. It includes three key 
thoughts for us. 

The Old Testament (as well as the New) is able to bring conversion and thus must be 
included in the process. The whole Bible with its whole story and with Christ at its 
center is the subject of this process. 

The innate and ingrained folly of children is recognized. Your children are naturally 
and sinfully foolish. That folly blinds them to their need of salvation and to the gos-
pel. The Scriptures themselves have the capacity to impart wisdom, saving wisdom 
and reverse the folly of a child’s heart. 

The Scriptures are our task with salvation as God’s responsibility. It is the Scriptures 
that we work with. Too much of what passes as child evangelism is nothing but ma-
nipulation. By exposing our young children to the Bible, by explaining the Bible to 
children as they are able to understand, by examining them, holding them account-
able for memorizing and thinking with the Bible, all the while utterly dependent on 
God to grant regeneration, faith and repentance through the Scriptures we give.  

This is fundamental to why we teach the Bible to our children here at church. We do not 
do little moralistic stories. We do not teach life principles, per se. We teach the Bible. 
So, do you? Do you as a parent with sons and daughters in your home, do you teach 
them the Bible? If you are single, are you equipping yourself for future personal ministry 
with your own or others children? 
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Now, do not hear me to be saying that there is a guarantee. There is not one. God will 
grant saving faith to those whom He has chosen. But if you will embrace by faith these 
principles and put them into practice, you will be pleasing to God. That, is a guarantee. 

The Profit Declared (v.16-17) 
16 All Scripture  is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be compe‐
tent, equipped for every good work. 

Why? Because the Bible is profitable, useful and all we need to bring a young person to 
maturity and competency. The Bible is what you need to use in your rearing of your 
children. 

The Bible is useful for instruction. It will show your children what is true and what 
and who is to be desired. It is to be the major and central curriculum for your child’s 
life, his personal, public and spiritual maturity.  

The Bible is useful for reproof. It will show your children what is wrong. It will ex-
pose and explain your children from God’s perspective. It will function to bring con-
sciousness and conviction of sin. 

The Bible is useful for correction. It will show your children how to change and 
what to change to. It should be used to upright your children and reverse their sin and 
folly. It will show them the right path and how to get on it. 

The Bible is useful for training in righteousness. The fundamental aim of the Bible is 
a right relationship with God in loving Him and a right relationship with others in 
loving them. We are not talking about legalism. We are talking about your children 
being so saturated with the Word that as situations arise they are able to resist sin and 
choose wisdom through the flow of God’s thoughts through their own hearts and 
minds.  

Now, do you believe this? Do you believe that you as a parent are responsible primarily to 
be shaped by the Bible yourself and to shape your children by the Scriptures? I think most of 
you would formally agree with that. But the question really is, do you functionally agree 
with it? Are you working out the Scripture in your own home and life as a model of the 
meaning and message of the Word? When your children listen at church in Scripture Learn-
ers, Scripture Sowers, Learning Lambs, do they hear what they see at home? 

Now, I have heavily weighted this message around this text. But let me pick up the pace and 
let us consider some further, Biblical truths in regards to your children. 
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Understanding your Child's Condition 
All children are born as sinners (Psalm 51:5) and will aggressively commit acts of sin 
(Ephesians 2:1-3). Children are not born innocent and become sinners. Children are born 
sinners who learn to sin skillfully. 

Imputed Sin from Adam (Romans 5:12) 
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 

Every one of us, whose ultimate father is Adam, have Adam’s sin put to our account. 
Paul is arguing that since men suffered the consequence for sin before the Law was 
given, then they are accounted to be sinners by virtue of being in Adam. Your children 
are accounted to be sinners in God’s eyes because Adam’s sin is put to their account.  

Innate Sin as in the Flesh (Ephesians 2:3; 1 John 1:8-10) 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Your children inherit sin from their earthly father. This power, principle or law of sin 
that is innate in every person born of an earthly father is often referred to as the “sin na-
ture”. The Bible refers to both something in us and that we are in. It is called the world, 
the flesh, the old realm and the old man. It is that realm into which your children are 
born and whose nature they receive from their earthly father. This is the principle and 
power that drives your children’s commission of sin. It is imbedded in the heart as be-
liefs and desires. 

Involved Sin as Commission and Omission (Romans 3:23) 
For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 

Your children commit sin from the moment they are born. They complain and cry when 
nothing is wrong. They are totally self-focused and self-absorbed. They demand atten-
tion and gratification immediately. This is not mere inability to control themselves. This 
is the sinful nature expressing itself without restraint. The Bible refers to this primarily 
as folly. Without discipline, restraint, correction and instruction, this folly will simply 
mature into willful, uncontrollable, sophisticated, skillful rebellious sin.  

The effect of this is massive. Your children then have total depravity, total inability and total 
accountability. 

Why cover these three important ideas first? Without a deep commitment to the power of the 
Word of God, a formal and functional belief in your child’s depravity, you will struggle with 
a Biblical view of your child’s conversion. 
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Leading your Child's Conversion 
Conversion is the result of God, through the Word and Spirit, giving life through the new 
birth and granting the gifts of faith and repentance so that a child believes the gospel and 
bows to Christ as King, calling on the Lord to be saved. 

Formation through Discipline and Instruction (Ephesians 6:4) 
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 

However, it is important you to know that one of the ways that God intends for you to 
lead your sons and daughters to Christ is through the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord. Pastor Dan will be talking much more about this text later. Most of you will be 
bringing up unbelieving, unsaved children. They are sinners and have not yet become 
saints by the regenerating work of the Spirit. But, you must rear them in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. This means quite simply what it says. You must discipline 
your children God’s way. You must teach your children about God and His ways. 

This answers a question many have asked. What good is disciplining children’s attitudes 
and actions when nothing they do is acceptable to God? Why should we teach unsaved 
children Bible truths, have them memorize Bible scriptures, even teach them how to 
pray, read their Bibles, live as Christians and require them to come to church when they 
are not saved? The reason is because God has commanded it. That command is an ex-
pression of love and wisdom as a moral restraint on your children, even if they never are 
converted. If the Lord is pleased to save them, then the self-discipline and Biblical 
knowledge they have will now serve them well as they grow in Christ likeness.  

Conviction through the Scriptures (Galatians 3:23-26) 
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 
coming  faith would be revealed. 24 So  then, the  law was our guardian until Christ 
came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, 
we are no  longer under a guardian,  26 for  in Christ  Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith.  

The Scriptures are essential in bringing your children to Christ. The entire Bible, includ-
ing the Old Testament, is profitable for its purposes. One of the purposes of the law is to 
bring about knowledge of sin and our sinfulness. It acts as an instructor to teach us how 
we sin. It acts as a judge to declare us guilty of our sin. It functions as a tutor to point us 
to and to bring us to Christ. The Bible then highlights the holiness of God and sets the 
standard for your children, a standard they cannot possibly attain. They are to love God 
and love neighbor in every attitude and in every action and in every affection at all times 
in all ways in all circumstances. Condemned by the Law, guilty before God, burdened by 
sin, afflicted by the consequences of sin in reproof and rod, your children are ready to 
hear of the good news of God’s enduring love, taking their punishment for them, freeing 
them from their sin through Jesus’ death on the cross. Without the true knowledge of 
their sin and sinfulness through the Scriptures, your children will not be spiritually ready 
for what the gospel actually is good news about.  
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Evangelism with Integrity (Romans 1:16-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-5) 
Romans 1:16‐18 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to eve‐
ryone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteous‐
ness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live 
by faith.”   18 For the wrath of God  is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

1 Corinthians 15:1‐5 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you re‐
ceived, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 
the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you as 
of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in ac‐
cordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

The sweetness and loveliness of Christ is given as hope for the lost, not candy for the 
self-focused. So the message of the gospel cannot be altered. Evangelism is the giving of 
the gospel with simplicity and clarity so that your sons and daughters understand their 
position as a sinner before God, the saving work that Christ has done and their responsi-
bility to believe the Bible and submit to God as their King. Now, the message  of the 
gospel is simple. The mechanisms  of the gospel are infinitely complex. One does not 
have to know all the intricacies of the gospel to be saved. But one must know, be able to 
understand and be able to articulate the message of the gospel in order to believe in 
Christ and bow to Him. 

Summons without Coercion (Romans 10:9-17) 
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one be‐
lieves and  is  justified, and with  the mouth one confesses and  is saved.  11 For  the 
Scripture  says,  “Everyone who believes  in him will not be  put  to  shame.”  12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestow‐
ing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”  
14 But how are they to call on him  in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 

But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For  Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 
what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ.  

This text is foundational to all evangelism and necessary our children’s conversion. God 
has ordained that all who call on Him will be saved. But they cannot call on the Lord if 
they do not know Him. They cannot know Him unless someone tells them the gospel. 
Everywhere in the New Testament that the gospel message, the story of Jesus and its 
meaning, is given, people are called on to respond. There is no manipulation. There is no 
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dangling out of some self-serving good for the person. No recounting of evangelism in 
the New Testament makes it about “going to heaven.” It is never about “asking Jesus 
into your hearts.” The gospel invitation is to believe in the gospel message, to trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ alone to save from sin, to bow to Christ as Lord and King and to call 
on Him to save. 

This is the way you should speak to your children (and anyone you are evangelizing). 2 
Corinthians 5 says that we proclaim, persuade and plead. But great caution should be 
used so that your calling your sons and daughters to Christ is never a matter of pleasing 
you as their parent. This will almost assuredly elicit a response from children that will 
be a false profession. Please understand, if your children cannot understand the gospel 
they cannot profess the gospel. So keep it simple and keep it true. Use the Bible’s way in 
calling them to repent and believe. We do NOT recast the gospel in children’s language. 
We speak the Bible’s language. If they cannot understand the concept of sin, they cannot 
be saved yet. If they have trouble with repeating the gospel back to you unprompted at 
each step, it is difficult to see how they can believe. The summons, call or invitation of 
the gospel is to believe a message, not to make a decision. Do not make it your aim to 
have your children make a decision. Make it your aim to see your children believe, re-
pent, bow and call on the Lord. 

If your son or daughter declares that they would like to be saved, then work them 
through the key elements of the gospel. Can they articulate it? Do they grasp its essential 
facts as both true and trusted? Are they willing to obey God in everything? List some 
things they have not been obeying God? Are they willing to repent? Then, read Romans 
10:9-17 to them and see if they understand from the Bible what they must do. And re-
joice in what God’s Spirit enables them to do next (or not). 

 

Responding to your Child's Confession 
Your child responds to the gospel through a confession of faith.  

A Private Confession through Prayer 
In some way, everyone whom God calls to salvation, will call upon God to be saved. 
Your son or daughter may call on Christ to save them alone, guided by someone else or 
with you. Note what I have said above. When your child comes to you and says that they 
have been saved, ask questions. Have them tell you what happened, what they did, what 
they said. If someone else was with them, what did they do? How did they prompt? 
What is the content of the gospel given to them?  

If you are satisfied that they understand and have responded to the Biblical gospel in a 
saving way, encourage them to make their confession public through baptism and to 
walk with Christ now. You should look for genuine repentance, striving for holiness, a 
new hunger for God’s Word and genuine sorrow over failure and sins. Look for the fruit 
of the Spirit. Look for increased apprehension and appreciation for the person and work 
of Jesus. Look for all this at your child’s level of maturity and ability. 
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A Public Confession through Baptism 
Observing Acts 2:37-41; 8:12-13; 36-38; 9:10-19; 10:47-48; 16:14-15; 30-34; 18:8; 
19:1-5; 22:12-16  we see that people who have believed make their public confession of 
faith through baptism. In the New Testament, those who profess Christ are required to 
and respond by being baptized. This is the Biblical way of identifying yourself as com-
mitted to Christ and to His kingdom. There is no other way in the Scriptures. All those 
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, bow to Him and call on Him should and will pub-
licly confess faith through baptism. This is the entry gate into the community of faith, 
the church. At baptism, one gives public testimony to their profession of faith and then is 
baptized as a public symbol: 

- That they are willing to publicly separate themselves from their past life of sin, 
self and religion and live in the kingdom of God;  

- That they have been placed into the saving death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ; 

- That they are to be identified as a member of the Body of Christ and the local 
gathered assembly; 

- That they are now to leave the old life and to walk in newness of life before the 
face of God and in the presence of the company of the saints. 

Your child, as with any adult, should publicly profess faith in Christ through baptism. 
They should do so as we have outlined in this message. They should have an understand-
ing of the gospel, a clear commitment to the call of the gospel and a humble willingness 
and desire to obey the gospel. Just as we should not manipulate nor coerce our sons and 
daughters into professing Christ, neither should we do so into baptism. However, we 
must clearly teach them that calling on Christ privately will entail confessing Christ pub-
licly.  
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Finally, some practical, wisdom counsel: 

Your work at spiritual formation in the home should follow the pattern we saw in the 
home Timothy was reared in. Organize your spiritual formation along these lines: 

Expose Acquaint your sons and daughters with the Scriptures by a plan and a 
process of familiarization.  

Explain Teach your sons and daughters the Scriptures through a plan and 
process of instruction. 

Examine Help your sons and daughters to learn the Scriptures by intentional 
and age appropriate accountability and assimilation.  

Evangelize Recognize when your sons and daughters have believed the Scriptures 
by the evidences of a gracious work of conversion. 

Examine yourself to see if you have really believed the gospel, bowed to Christ and 
called on Him to save you. You cannot lead your children where you have not personally 
been. Is your faith genuine? Is your walk with God sincere? Do you yourself embrace 
Christ as your sole and only Redeemer and Ruler? 

If you have been speaking about salvation in unbiblical ways with your children, begin 
immediately to reverse that. Start teaching them the gospel according to the Bible. 
Change the way you call them or invite them to be saved. Don’t worry if they do not 
seem to be able to understand the simple gospel. If they cannot yet comprehend it, either 
intellectually or spiritually, it is unlikely that they can make a credible profession of 
faith. 

If your son or daughter has made a private confession of faith, talk to them about the 
gospel. Can they articulate what they believe? Do they understand what sin is and that 
they are a sinner? Do they experience guilt and the sense of being under the wrath of 
God? Do they understand the cross as where God punished their sin? Do they believe 
that Jesus died and was raised and is now in heaven? Do they understand that He is the 
KING, the LORD. In our culture, this takes more explaining since we are not governed by 
human kings. 

Do not hinder a son or daughter from being baptized who have a clear understanding of 
the gospel, a Biblical confession of faith and a willingness to be baptized. Understand 
that sons and daughters applying for baptism must be able to give a credible profession 
of faith to their elder(s). If they have actually been converted, your preventing their pub-
lic confession and membership in the local assembly may actually also be inhibiting 
their growth as a believer. 

Do not bring a son or daughter to be baptized who does not understand the gospel. Do 
not manipulate or coerce them. Do not use baptism as a way to think that you have en-
sured their salvation. We are not seeking in our evangelizing our children to get a deci-
sion from them. And use wisdom and discernment as you work with them.  

May God be glorified in through His church, now and for ever. 

 

Conclusion 
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Helping Parents Lead Sons and Daughters 

to Christ 
Various texts 

Gregory Cook 

As Pastor Russ mentioned this morning, we have traditionally set aside the month of January 

as our Family Enrichment Conference. This year we are developing the topic of Spiritual 

Formation in the Home. As is our custom, the morning messages are expositional and the 

evening are not expositional in the sense that we take a passage and explain it. Tonight is no 

exception. In fact, Russ has already prepared you for tonight. What I am going to attempt to 

do it to take Scriptural principles and apply them in what I see as a wise manner given my 

experience in counseling others as well as the miles that I have on my own odometer of life. 

What this means is that you should listen to what I offer, but choose those things that you 

believe you can adapt and how you can adapt them in your home. I‟ve called them Greg‟s 4 

R‟s. 

I would like to begin by reading a couple of passages of Scripture and use them as a place to 

start my thoughts. I am not springboarding a message, at least in my understanding of that 

concept, but I am going to use a phrase to make some points that I believe are wise for par-

ents in their responsibility toward leading their sons and daughters to Christ. So let‟s pray 

and ask God to help us as we look at this great and glorious topic tonight. <PRAY> 

Our first passage is found in 

Exodus 12:21 – 27 (ESV)  

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for 

yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop 

and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the 

blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morn-

ing. 23For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on 

the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and will not allow the 

destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 24You shall observe this rite as a statute for you 

and for your sons forever. 25And when you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as 

he has promised, you shall keep this service. 26And when your children say to you, „What 

do you mean by this service?‟ 27you shall say, „It is the sacrifice of the Lord‟s Passover, for 

he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but 

spared our houses.‟” And the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 

Joshua 1:19 – 24 (ESV) 

19The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they en-

camped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20And those twelve stones, which they took 

out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21And he said to the people of Israel, “When your 

children ask their fathers in times to come, „What do these stones mean?‟ 22then you shall 

let your children know, „Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.‟ 23For the Lord your 

God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God 

did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24so that all the peoples 

Introduction 

Sermon Page

Spiritual Formation in the Home 11



 2 -  Helping Parents Lead Sons and Daughters to Christ 

   Various texts 

of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your 

God forever.” 

Relax 
My first R is to RELAX. There are times when we as parents are so uptight, serious, and 

driven about our parenting, especially in the area of our child‟s salvation and relationship to 

the Lord that we need to remind ourselves to relax. The first area involves our motivations. 

Examine what motivates you 

One of the first motivations that I want you to examine is why you want your child to 

become a Christian. I heard that gasp and see those looks of disbelief. Just suggesting 

that you look at why you want your child to be a Christian could have you leaving here 

saying, “Pastor Greg doesn‟t think that it‟s important that your children are Christians.” 

That‟s not what I‟m saying. There isn‟t a Christian parent who doesn‟t want their chil-

dren to be saved. When I say examine why you want your child to be a Christian, I‟m 

saying that you need to see if you have some sort of hope that once your child comes to 

Christ, then your parenting is going to get easier. If you have an idea that getting your 

child saved is going to make life easier and less stressful, then you are setting yourself 

up for disappointment. If you will take a moment to remember when you came to Christ, 

your life didn‟t get easier, it got harder. Where there was no war within, now there was a 

war with sin and righteousness. Your children are no different. Life is not going to get 

easier or less stressful, you now have a new creation in Christ that needs discipled. Also, 

if you have a desire for your child to come to Christ thinking that life will be better, then 

there is the possibility that you may inadvertently distort the Gospel in order to get a de-

cision to accept Christ as Savior from your child. Notice I said inadvertently. We are 

people with desires that run amuck. And in order to get our desires we can manipulate 

and use all kinds of means to get what we want, even when it is a Biblical thing. After 

all, who would deny that wanting your child to come to Christ is wrong. But please be 

careful of your desires. 

Another motivation that you may be having is that if you have unbelieving children, then 

that reflects on you as a parent. I am going to deal with this issue a little later in this 

message; but for now, remember, God calls us as parents to be faithful in what He says 

we are to do as parents. We are charged with the process. That is the standard for us. 

Having unbelieving children does not make us bad parents or indicate that we are fail-

ures. 

Don’t force every potential opportunity 

Having just mentioned that we are to be faithful in our parenting, there can be a tendency 

to understand this to mean that we are to make sure that we don‟t miss any potential op-

portunities to present the Gospel and bring the Word into play. Making every situation a 

formal teaching situation is not something that I have found to be a wise way to deal 

with our children. Preaching and lecturing usually produce the opposite results from 

what we want. 

In the two passages that we read earlier, they had these phrases – when your children ask 

and when your children say, meaning ask. The Word said that when our children ask we 

are to tell them. Later on we are going to talk about God‟s place in our children‟s salva-
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tion, but for now, we can be assured that our children are going to ask about God and the 

Gospel if they are going to be a child of God. We don‟t have to force an encounter. 

These times will come quite naturally and at the child‟s initiative. It is a sure sign that 

we have imposed our own criteria and timing on the situation when our child rolls their 

eyes, or looks out the window, or fidgets, or is in a big hurry to get this whole ordeal 

over. We can make them endure it, or we can examine our understanding of bringing the 

Gospel to our children. Ask yourself how much you profit and remember from a lecture 

that you received that was not timely, or was for the 100
th

 time. I remember saying to 

myself, “Here it goes again, lecture number 25. I can quote it myself.” It doesn‟t matter 

the age of the child – the forcing of these times is not effective. There is a wise saying – 

less is more. When we hear the same things over and over again, they lose their impact, 

effectiveness, and are not remembered for the right reason. When they ask, then you an-

swer. Relax. Allow God to work in His time. 

Perhaps an example will help. Several years ago, Becky, Laurie, and I were at Disney-

World and were waiting in line for a ride. There was a young family of three behind us – 

dad, mom, and a girl probably between 10 and 12 years old. In typical Disney fashion, 

there was a distraction along the way to help with the wait in line. The wall was lined 

with multiple screens that flashed facts about planet earth. This mother thought this was 

a great time to have her daughter learn about planet earth. So every time the screen 

flashed a new fact, she proceeded to have a discussion with her daughter about the fac-

toid. The girl played along with her mom for about 5 minutes, but it became very obvi-

ous this daughter was not in DisneyWorld to learn about planet earth, she was in Dis-

neyWorld to have fun. But mom was determined that this was going to be time well 

spent. So not only did the daughter have to endure mom‟s chastening about not paying 

attention and not using her time wisely, but each of us within ear shot had to endure it as 

well. How much do you suppose that young lady remembers about planet earth from her 

day at DisneyWorld. How much do you think your children remember about your lec-

tures or sermons? What effect do they have on them? What is remembered from them? 

Don‟t force the Gospel on your children. They will ask and you will answer. 

Reflect 
The second R is REFLECT. This is about we as parents reflecting the glory of God in every 

area of our lives. 

Walk the Talk 

When we talk about reflecting God‟s glory, we need to be looking at our lives to make 

sure that we are not giving the message “Do as I say, not as I do”. Do our children ob-

serve us living as godly husbands and wives or do our children live in a war zone? Do 

our children see us living as parents who desire to obey God no matter what the cost or 

as complaining whenever we are put out? Do our children observe us seeking forgive-

ness from those we have sinned against or is home a place where grudges and harsh 

words are spoken behind backs? Have our children experienced us seeking their forgive-

ness when we have sinned against them or can they honestly say that they have never 

had dad or mom seek forgiveness for anything, even when they know they are wrong? 

Do our children observe us reading the Word, praying, being faithful to the community 

of believers, making our public gatherings a priority or have they seen the example of 
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convenient Christianity? It‟s difficult to lead our children to Christ when it is something 

that is a take-it-or-leave-it thing for us. 

Make the Gospel Attractive 

Another way to talk about reflecting the glory of God is by a phrase that Pastor Dan used 

that has stuck with me and has been a great help whenever there is a discussion about 

presenting the Gospel. That phase is, “Make the Gospel attractive.” I don‟t remember 

where I heard him say it, or if it is original with him, but I have found it so helpful. Is 

what I am saying and doing making the Gospel of Christ attractive or is it making it easy 

for someone to turn away from Christ? Don‟t hear me saying that we are to water down 

the Gospel to make it an easy-believism. That is not what I‟m saying. There is a time for 

the wrath of God. But there is also a time for the great love, and joy, and peace, and 

mercy, and grace, and on and on of God, as well. I can remember, to my shame, so many 

times in the past that I presented the Gospel in such a way that it was not attractive. It 

was the truth to be sure, but it was so harsh and judgmental. What are your children 

hearing and seeing? Is the Gospel attractive? Is the majority of what they hear God‟s 

wrath and judgment? 

One of my observations during my time of counseling is what people believe about God. 

I am constantly amazed at how many people see God as a cosmic kill-joy and judge who 

derives great pleasure in making life hard and joyless. He is waiting in heaven for us to 

make a mistake so He can punish us with great delight. I have found that people find it 

very difficult to believe that God is a good God. That His great joy is in our finding our 

joy in Him. I wonder if this didn‟t start at home by well-meaning parents whose very 

great desire was for their children to come to Christ and preached the judgment of God 

and the fire of hell as their most common presentation of the Gospel. 

Live in God’s Presence 

There is a very familiar portion of Scripture that I think fits in with this subject of re-

flecting the glory of God. It is found in Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (ESV): 

1“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the Lord your God 

commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going 

over, to possess it, 2that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your 

son‟s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all 

the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, O Israel, and be 

careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as 

the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and 

honey. 

4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these words that 

I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 

way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your 

hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on the 

doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
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What I think is being pictured is consciously living before the face of God every moment 

of every day. Our lives are so godward focused that every moment is a reminder of God 

and Who He is and who we are. There is so much that our children will learn about God 

from us everyday without a formal sermon or lecture. And this can be good or bad. 

Hopefully we will be increasing daily in our awareness of God and we will verbally ac-

knowledge God‟s care of us over the mundane of life. We thank Him for the cool water, 

the delicious food, the warm house, the soft bed and cozy covers, for the car that starts in 

the cold, for the Learning Lambs teacher who helps with the memory verse, and on it 

goes. As we worship the God who created this blade of grass and made it green, for the 

flower that smells, for the bee that stings, for the bird that sings, for the tree that drops its 

leaves so we can rake them into a pile and jump into them. For God‟s protection as an-

other car runs a red light and we have time to stop so their isn‟t a wreck, instead of yell-

ing words over the blast of our car horn that we get upset at our kids when they say 

them. Our prayer should be, Lord, help us to be more reflecting of your glory every mo-

ment of every day. 

Respond 
Let‟s go to the third R. Remember the verses in Exodus and Joshua that we began with – and 

when your children ask, you shall say. So the third R is RESPOND. When they ask, re-

spond. 

When You are Asked 

This first point follows along with something I said at the beginning. We should be care-

ful to wait for those times when our children ask, not make them endure our times and 

our agendas. But when they do ask, we need to respond. 

Pastor Russ taught this morning that we need to make sure that we know what the Gos-

pel is and that we present the Gospel with integrity and without coercion. Do you know 

what the Gospel is? I think a quick review from this morning is appropriate. “The Gos-

pel should be given with simplicity and clarity so that your sons and daughters under-

stand their position as a sinner before God, the saving work that Christ has done and 

their responsibility to believe the Bible and submit to God as their King.” We need to be 

careful that we don‟t give the impression that this is what is going to make mommy and 

daddy happy, nor are we to tell them to ask Jesus into their hearts, or ask them if they 

want to go to heaven. That is not the Gospel. 

To What Has Been Asked 

But we need to be careful to respond to only what has been asked. Just because there has 

been a question doesn‟t mean that this is the time to give a full Gospel presentation. We 

should only answer the question that is asked. If your child wants to know more, then 

they will follow up that question with another question. Let your child determine the di-

rection of the conversation and the place where it ends. 

Again, an illustration may help. One day a fifth grade boy came home from school and 

asked his mother where she came from. Immediately her mind raced. She knew this day 

was coming, but she was planning on her husband being the one to explain sex to her 

son. But dad was at work and wouldn‟t be home for at least 3 hours and she didn‟t want 

to lose this teaching moment. So she sat her son down and began to explain the differ-
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ences between boys and girls and how babies are made and born. After this full explana-

tion, mom took a breath and looked at her son and said, “That‟s where mommy came 

from.” He had a startled look in his eyes and he didn‟t speak for a few moments, but fi-

nally he did say something. “Wow mom, Tommy‟s mom came from California.” 

Many times our children have questions about something in particular, but that doesn‟t 

indicate that they are asking for a full explanation of the Gospel or even that it is on their 

minds. Be sensitive and answer the question asked. If they want more, they will continue 

to ask. When the questions stop, you stop. 

There are going to be certain times when our children will be more prone to ask ques-

tions about salvation. Just like our verses in Exodus and Joshua indicated, there are times 

and events that are designed to be question initiators. Times like baptism and commun-

ion are excellent times for questions. And we should be prepared with answers for those 

questions. 

In an Age-Appropriate Way 

Obviously, we are not going to respond to a four year old and a fourteen year old the 

same way. And we are not going to pray the same way, or read the same things, or sing 

the same songs, or talk about the same issues. This is so obvious that you‟re wondering 

why I‟m bringing it up. 

The reason has to do with young children wanting to make a decision to be saved. You 

heard Pastor Russ talk about that this morning. It‟s not that young children can‟t under-

stand the Gospel, it‟s a matter of do they. God saved me at the age of seven. I understood 

the Gospel. There was no question about my understanding my sin, Christ‟s sacrifice, 

and my inability without Christ‟s sinless life, atoning sacrifice, and resurrection on my 

behalf. The question is in regards to the four or five year old? Do they understand? In 

our response to these children are we having to use a vocabulary that is foreign to the 

Scriptures? Do they comprehend the concepts that are the Gospel? 

This doesn‟t mean that we don‟t answer their questions, it‟s just that our answers will 

not be as involved as they will be for those who are older and can comprehend the Gos-

pel. But we must still teach the truths of the Bible. That‟s the point of Pastor Russ this 

morning and my point here. We cannot change the Gospel. We cannot use the Scriptures 

in ways that they were not meant to be used. We must not use the Old Testament stories 

as moralistic standards for living, but as pointing to Christ. The message we teach is the 

same message not matter the age. What changes is the way it is presented. We will be 

conscious of the age of our children and their ability when we teach them the truths of 

God‟s Word. We will be constant in our telling of the Gospel and seeking acceptance of 

those truths. 

In Creative Ways 

And our response doesn‟t always take the I tell/you listen format. We need to be crea-

tive, especially as the child gets older. We need to use the interests and ways that our 

children learn to help them answer their questions, realizing that God is also at work in 

our lives as parents helping us answer questions that we thought we knew the answers 

to. 
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I know that some of you have heard me tell of my experience with our oldest daughter, 

Jen. This incident happened during the time I was evaluating my understanding of the 

Scriptures that I mentioned earlier. She and our second daughter Laurie were in high 

school at one of the Christian schools in the area. She asked me one evening if she could 

go dancing. Being raised and taught the way I had been, my immediate answer was, 

“NO!”. She asked why not. And my response to her was the response I had been given, 

“Because Christians don‟t dance.” She again asked why. I asked her who she was going 

to go with and she told me her friends from school. I quickly remarked how disappointed 

I was with the school and wondered if I had wasted my money. So I had an idea. I told 

her that I would consider her request if she could show me from the Scriptures that it 

was OK to dance. She had free access to my library and any other help she needed. She 

gladly accepted the assignment. A due date was set and off she went. I also knew that I 

was going to have to be prepared to combat her bogus Scriptural support, so I went to 

work as well, seeing I had never had to support my position from Scripture before. It 

was just one of those fundamental givens for Christians that you didn‟t question. Need-

less to say, Jen went dancing and God used that in my life to help me see that it was time 

for me to question the things I took for granted. 

This illustrates that God is at work in all of our lives as our children ask questions. 

Rest 
The final R of Greg‟s 4 R‟s is REST. We rest in the sovereignty of God in salvation. 

There is no Hurry 

Because of God‟s sovereignty, there is nothing to be in a hurry about when it comes to 

our children‟s salvation. We can rest in the fact that it will be in God‟s time and in His 

way. I don‟t have to fret that I have missed the golden opportunity and my child‟s heart 

is never going to be as tender to Christ and the Gospel as it was at that time. God is at 

work and He will bring my child to Himself when it pleases Him. I can rest in that truth. 

God Calls Us to Faithfulness, But He Does the Saving 

As I mentioned earlier, God calls us as parents to be faithful in the parenting that God 

requires of us, but He is the One Who is ultimately responsible for the outcome. Saving 

faith is all of the Lord. We can do nothing to save our children, nor can we do anything 

that will keep them from being saved. Please don‟t read into that statement that we don‟t 

have any responsibility. I just said that God holds us accountable for being faithful in the 

process. But what rest we can have in knowing that God will save those who are His. 

When Your Child Does Not Come to Christ 

In case it hasn‟t crossed your mind yet, there is no guarantee that your children will 

come to Christ for salvation. Remember, salvation is of the Lord. Children who are out-

right disobedient and rebellious to the Gospel are one thing. But those who know all the 

right answers, know how to live a life that has the appearance of a believer, and yet have 

no fruit appropriate for repentance are the hardest. Are they believers? Are they outside 

the fold? We do not know the heart; only God does. And we can rest in God‟s providen-

tial care of us and our children when our children do not come to Christ. Am I saying 

that we as parents are cold-hearted and unconcerned about children who are not believ-
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ers. Not on your life! Our prayer is no different than the Apostle Paul‟s was for his peo-

ple, the Jews, recorded for us in Romans 9: 2 - 3 “that I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 

Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” We pray, we in-

tercede, we cry, and at times we ask why; and yet, we rest in the providential care of a 

loving, merciful, wise, and just God Who brings glory to Himself through all things, 

even the unbelief of a child. 

 

Let me close with a final thought that is not an R, but an E – ENJOY.  

Enjoy 
We have spent today looking at helping parents lead their sons and daughters to Christ. As I 

mentioned in the introduction, I have more miles on the odometer than most of you. And my 

encouragement to every one of you is to enjoy every stage of the lives of your children. 

Enjoy that first smile of your infant and realize that your Savior smiled at his parents. De-

termine that you are going to, with God‟s help, enjoy this child through all the difficult and 

joyous times of life. 

Enjoy those toddler years and relish those first words, those giggles, those first steps, the 

first sentences, the infatuation with the box and paper instead of the gift, the potty training, 

the constant asking why, and the thousand other things that go into learning about God‟s 

world. Those years of learning multiplication tables, and their first crush and their first heart 

break, their first disappointment and your first disappointment with them, the realization that 

you are no longer the only influence in the life of your child, the thrill of making the spoirts 

team and the disappointment of not making the sports team, the wanting to drive, and the 

getting of the driver‟s license, and the wanting to go on the first date, and the multitude of 

events that all the days bring. Each child brings their own special joys and will bring times 

and ways for you to enjoy them that are uniquely theirs.  

RELAX during all of these times and enjoy them. REFLECT God‟s glory by living a life 

that is constantly aware of our glorious God. And of course, RESPOND to their questions as 

you diligently teach the Scriptures about the God Who loves them so much that He gave His 

Son to die for them, and REST in His providential care of those sons and daughters that you 

have committed to Him for their salvation. And to us grandparents, we have the special joy 

of being able to go through it all over again. But this time, we have years of experience. 

ENJOY that child whom you tuck into bed one evening and they say, “Nigh night mommy; 

nigh night daddy,” and they wake up the next morning in their senior year of high school 

saying, ”Mom, did you wash my skirt” or “Dad, I need money for gas for the car”.  

My God grant us His enabling grace as we lead our sons and daughters to Christ for His 

glory. 

Conclusion 
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Taking Sons and Daughters to Church 
Psalm 27 
Devon Berry 

Many of you have teens, and many of them will attend college… so what are they in for? In 
perhaps what is one of 2007’s saddest pairings of words, I heard for the first time the 
phrase or title, “atheist chaplain.” A recent winter holiday report from NPR documented the 
growing trend on college campus to make available spiritual guides for atheists and human-
ists. The chaplain interviewed for the story was employed at Harvard, a university whose 
founding intent was to ensure that the Church was not full of illiterates – that is, Harvard’s 
mission was to prepare people to benefit from and contribute to the work of the church by 
giving them education. Yet today, this highly influential institution is in many ways a major 
contributor to forces which would seek to undo the Church. Atheist chaplains being a re-
cent development in this effort. Make no mistake that the public system of higher educa-
tion will do little to protect its future students, your children, from very progressive secular 
views. Spirituality may be “in,” but, doctrine, sound teaching, orthodoxy, and religion, espe-
cially, are “out.” 

In reality, however, that may matter very little. The mold may have been filled and its con-
tents hardened long before college arrives. Recent and trustworthy surveys providing us 
with  accurate representations of high-schoolers in the United States today, indicate that 
while the idea of church and God are very much alive in the minds of the majority American 
youth, what it all means is a far cry from what the Bible teaches.  

Here is a summary of what teens in the U.S. tend to say about their religion, you could think 
of it as mini-creed

1: 

1. A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over human life on 
Earth. 

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and 
by most world religions. 

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 

4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is 
needed to resolve a problem. 

5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

One researcher has coined this religion as moralistic therapeutic deism. If these five state-
ments seem rather bland and non-specific, that’s because they are. Worse, they pass in 
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many places for good doctrine. Let me say with certainty, that a life built on tenants such as 
these is the house built on sand, it will not sustain in the storms of life2. 

So what does this all mean? Before we go any further, hear a bit of Psalm 27, the author 
states this,  

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?...One thing I have asked of the Lord…that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord. 

This type of courage and bravery, this bold confidence, clear certainty, firm assertion is a far 
cry from the quiet mumbles often eked out by teens and young adults among their peers. 
From the same study mentioned earlier, here are a few sentences cobbled together of 
summary statements made by youth during interviews about matters religious: 

Religion? It’s not a big deal, it’s just how I was raised – it’s not worth fighting about 
but it is good for lots of people. I mean it’s there, but it’s not what I’m really into. I’m 
not really sure how to explain what I believe… I do believe there is a God and stuff 
and religion is really important to me, I guess, but I’m not too religious. Besides, who 
am I to judge – it’s not like there is one right answer. It helps me feel good – but you 
don’t have to be religious to be good

3. 

The difference between what David declares, even pronounces as truth, and what we often 
allow to dribble out is the difference between contemplating the four ounces of water in a 
glass at breakfast and standing on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. The one will wash a pill 
down into our guts, the other can instantaneously wash 230,000 people away into eternity 
(witness the December 2004 Tsunami in Southeast Asia). The differences are vast and we 
must understand why. 

Do I really want my children to be they type of people who make more of God and his glory 
than anything else in their lives? Or, do I feel it is best that moralistic therapeutic deism 
characterize their lives so that they do not “stick out” too much and things go well for them. 
Assuming that we hunger for both ourselves and our children, to be gripped by the type of 
conviction that David expresses in the first verse of Psalm 27, we must ask ourselves, how 
was it that David was able to say what he did here? That question will be the focus of our 
study this morning as we work to bring the light of Psalm 27 into the darkness of this world. 
Let’s pray *PRAY+. 

Series Review 
As you know, we are in the midst of our 2008 Family Enrichment Conference. This year we 
are focusing on helping parents with spiritual formation in the home. Last Sunday Pastors 
Russ and Greg discussed leading your child to Christ. This morning the title of our sermon is 
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3 Smith, C. (2005). Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers. Oxford Press, 
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Bringing Sons and Daughters to Church, so please turn in your Bible to Psalm 27. This eve-
ning Pastor Russ will bring practical applications that will help parents think through what it 
is they can do to help their children as it relates to church. In Psalm 27, we’ll be considering 
how we are to biblically regard church. This message might be summed up in one expres-
sion that goes like this: David displays an emboldening confidence that is grounded in the 
experience of the holy, that is sustaining in difficulty, that is learned through instruction, 
and that is fulfilled in hope. 

An Emboldening Confidence (vv. 1-3) 
[Read Psalm 27:1-3] We don’t know for sure under what circumstances David penned this 
Psalm. One commentator has suggested4, and his case has merit, that it may have been 
soon after David first fled from Saul. You may remember David and Jonathan’s secret code 
for communicating (where the arrows landed) and that David first fled to a priest in the city 
of Nob by the name of Ahimilech. Ahimilech assisted David in his flight with food and weap-
ons – but a spy was lurking in the wings. Doeg the Edomite reports to Saul what he had 
seen. Ahimilech and all of his family are murdered by Saul for helping David. News of this 
gets back to David and he now knows that he is on the run. Hence a great and prolonged 
trial begins in David’s life. 

Whether or not this is the exact context of this Psalm we cannot know for certain, but what 
we can know, and probably more important to know, is that David is undergoing severe 
hardship and suffering. His life is pulling apart at the seams and the stakes, from a human 
perspective, are very high (hence verses 1-3 and 7-12).  

Pause for just a moment, and reflect on what prolonged danger, fear, anxiety, difficulty, and 
uncertainty usually expose in us. As the vice of life tightens what comes out? Masks and 
facades pop off, loose screws rattle, weak joints and supports creak, and the very stuff of 
which we are made may shutter like a leaf in the wind. Often we become extreme in our 
thoughts and behavior – David was no exception. Keep in mind that shortly after leaving 
Ahimilech, David, out of raw fear, assumes the role of a madman to avoid being detained by 
Achish King of Gath. 

Yet even in the midst of this what do we hear from the lips of David in the first three verses 
of this Psalm? Of God, he says he is light, salvation, and his stronghold. Of fear, he says he 
will not tolerate it. And of his enemies he says they will fall. Perhaps David is truly mad. He 
is running across the open country, begging for food and weapons, and ends up in a cave 
with 400 social rejects – while Saul the great king hunts him like a wild animal. Where is the 
light? Where is the salvation? Where is the stronghold? 

How do you answer these questions? Your answers may expose a great error in our own 
hearts that often cripples the Christian in hard times. Where is light? David is in a dark cave. 
Where is a salvation? David is running from a man with great resources whose sole mission 
is to kill him. Where is the stronghold? David is on the side of a mountain, he’s in a forest, 
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he’s begging bread. If you answer this way – setting forth the obvious absences of what we 
would consider the worldly equivalents of light, salvation, and stronghold, you are not 
thinking as a Christian. How does the Bible answer these questions? Where is light?  

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it (John 1:4-5). 

Where is the salvation? Simeon, upon seeing the baby Jesus in the temple proclaims, by the 
Spirit, 

Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation… (Luke 2:29-30). 

Where is the stronghold?  

Christ Jesus… who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light… (I Timothy 6:15-16). 

Put your youth in David’s context… Is this how they would respond? If not, where do they 
learn such a response? 

Note that David says no less than what we have just stated in verses 1-3 – “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation… The Lord is the stronghold of my life…” You see, difficulty opens up 
and lays bare the connection that either does exist or does not exist between what we say 
we believe and what we believe. Watch your youth closely in their next struggle, particu-
larly if it elicits fear – in our culture and times, it is not fear of being slaughtered by a king 
who hates your guts, it is fear of rejection, fear of losing status or position, fear of appearing 
the fool… or put more commonly, peer pressure. Put more biblically, fear of man, just like 
David. 

Personal example: gf and taco bell  

As my mother use to consistently say to me as a teen: We don’t live what we profess, we 
life what we believe. Faith will bear the fruit of faith, just as an orange tree will bear or-
anges.  

Will the believer be perfectly free of anxiety or fear when faced with trouble? No. I believe 
that will only come when we stand face to face with Christ himself. So the believer may 
stumble – but will the believer fall? Will the believer finally be overcome by their enemies? 
From behind the shield of faith, the loud and resounding answer given by the believer is, 
NEVER! The enemy may destroy my body, but he will never destroy my soul because if God 
is for us, who can be against us5? Dear church, this is faith in its most real state, standing 
against all that would oppose God’s people in their godly work. This is belief in the promises 
of God in an obeying way. Calvin summarizes this well for us: 

Nor assuredly do we ascribe due homage to God [We plainly do not give God the 
glory and loyalty due him], unless, trusting to his promised aid, we dare to boast of 
the certainty of our safety. Weighing, as it were, in scales the whole power of earth 
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and hell, David accounts it all lighter than a feather, and considers God alone as far 
outweighing the whole… David, therefore, intimates, that when the trial comes, his 
faith will prove invincible, because it relies on the power of God6. 

Such faith does not make us bold for our own progress and well-being – as those who are 
perverse enough to suggest that the gospel is about our own best life or our wealth or our 
health. Rather, it causes us to be infinitely bold for the glory of God’s name – for which we 
will give up everything – health, wealth, and our best earthly dreams of our best life. 

So we again return to our question – how did David’s faith grow to be exhibited in such 
bountiful confidence? If I am thinking about seeing young people grow up into those whose 
confidence in their God would be invincible, what must I know? The next segment of this 
Psalm, verses 4-6, holds at least part of the answer. Let’s read them together [READ vv. 4-
6]. 

That is Grounded in an Experience of the Holy (vv. 4-6) 
In this segment of the Psalm, David begins to reveal to us what is in his heart of hearts. 
Given what might sound like his flamboyant boasts in the first three verses we may be sur-
prised at what follows. An athlete that came to mind while I was preparing this sermon and 
reflecting on David’s comments about his enemies is Dennis Rodman. Rodman is a warrior 
on the court – knowing no fear and causing many contenders to stumble and fall. But what 
about his comments off the court? What was behind the on court confidence and cha-
risma? Here are a few off court quotes from Rodman:  

They say Elvis is dead. I say, no, you’re looking at him. Elvis isn’t dead; he just 
changed color. 

As long as I play ball, I can get any woman I want. 

I go out there and get my eyes gouged, my nose busted, my body slammed. I love 
the pain of the game. 

Hmm, Rodman’s quotes seem to reflect a love, a passionate love, for himself. What about 
David’s off-court quotes, the David who had killed his tens of thousands. Though David has 
been driven from his home, from his family, his livelihood, from all that he knows as life, he 
asks of the Lord just one thing. Just one. Consider ourselves in this situation? How clear-
minded would we be? It’s almost as if a genie has appeared on the scene and given David 
one wish in his hour of peril…we all pause breathlessly…what will he say? If this were a real-
ity show, we’d go to a commercial break, but praise God it is not. David gives his answer 
straight away. The one thing he desires can be summed up in three actions, one person, 
and one place. 

David has requested that he may dwell with, gaze upon, and inquire of. What does this 
mean? Hear the same thing said in a different way by another Psalmist, let me read to you 
Psalm 84 [Read Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12]. What a beautiful expression of longing by the Psalm-
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ist. Do you remember the early days of your first love, do you remember how everything in 
you simply wanted to be with that other person no matter what – you’d give up anything if 
only… While the Psalmist love is much deeper and longer lasting than this, it is in some 
ways similar in its expression. It is all-consuming; David knows that it is the Lord that he 
deeply desires to be near. And he forgets everything else because of it. 

What we mustn’t look over, however, is made very clear in both Psalm 27 and 84. These 
desires to dwell with, gaze upon, and inquire of are focused on the Lord God himself, but 
they also have a locality, that is, they are contextualized, there is an actual place David is 
thinking of. He is not longing simply to meet with God on the beach while witnessing pow-
erful waves, nor at the foot of a majestic mountain towering overhead, he wants to be with 
God in his house, at his temple, and herein lies an important connection for us, as new 
covenant believers. 

The “temple” or “house of God” or “his dwelling places” are mentioned many times 
throughout the Psalms, almost always in reference to drawing near to God. In the Old Tes-
tament Jewish mind, this was not just metaphorical language, it was reference to a literal 
location – either the tabernacle or after Solomon, the temple. This was where God was and 
where one would go to meet with him, learn of him, offer sacrifices to him and to gather 
with his people. And this is where David longed to be. So how should we read this?  

I think the New Testament scriptures make the answer abundantly clear. 1 Corinthians 3:16 
says that [we are+ “God’s temple and that God’s spirit dwells in” *us+, and in Ephesians 2:21 
Paul, speaking to the New Testament church in Ephesus says that they are, “built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in 
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” You see, 
what was mud, brick, and gold in the Old Testament, the physical temple where God dwelt, 
has been replaced by His people in the New Covenant. Through his Spirit, God now literally 
dwells among his people. We are a temple whose cornerstone is Christ. Just as David gath-
ered with the people of God in a physical building to draw near to God, we in the New 
Covenant gather together as the people of God, to draw near to God, on the merit of our 
cornerstone Christ. For David to pine for the temple and all that it offered is paralleled by 
modern day Christians longing to be near God among his people. Or to say it more conven-
tionally, to be at church. 

Q: What was in the heart of hearts of the warrior king who so confidently and boldly speaks 
of God’s salvation and his enemies’ downfall? It was drawing near to God, among his peo-
ple, that he might know (dwell with), worship (gaze upon), and ask of (inquire of) the Lord 
God Almighty. Verses 5 and 6 are connected to verses 3 and 4 by the word “For.” What did 
David know would be true of the person who set his heart upon God in the midst of the 
people of God? That there he would find protection, peace, salvation, and victory. And all of 
this would culminate in a man who would shout joyfully, sing and make melody, who would 
worship.  

We must be sure we don’t miss the picture here for it is sweeter than honey, more precious 
than gold, this is better than air!… David boasts confidently in his great and mighty God 
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without shame or reserve, the heart beating inside the chest of this boasting man yearns 
for one thing, to draw near to God among God’s people, FOR, in drawing near his boasts will 
be proved righteous and true and he will praise God all the more. A heart in love with God 
and his people will boast. 

Dear parent, have you ever heard your child boasting in the Lord? Have you ever seen their 
chests puff up with pride as they consider or give witness to their God? Have you ever 
heard them sing in church and think to yourself, boy, they really sound like they mean it! 
Have you heard them pray in earnest? Have you seen tears of godly sorrow that produce 
the fruits of repentance? Can your child use the words “beautiful” and “Lord” in the same 
sentence in genuine awe of God? If the answer is no, perhaps it is because far too little is 
made of church in your home. And we are not simply talking about being at church or in 
church (though that is a good start) - but rather, dwelling, gazing, inquiring – that is, know-
ing, worshiping, and asking of the Lord while among God’s people. Where will your child 
learn to boast of the Lord? He or she will learn to boast of the Lord among the church, as 
they see God’s faithfulness worked out in the midst of his people (personal testimony as an 
elder). 

That is Sustaining in Difficulty (vv. 7-10) 
We can see how this confidence and heart disposition works itself out in the midst of 
David’s life in verses 7-10. He says [Read verses 7-10]. As in so many of the Psalms, we see 
here the complexity and difficulty we often experience in our own hearts and minds when 
suffering comes. David wrestles with the reality of his life unraveling versus the reality of his 
confidence deeply rooted in the Lord.  

To a great degree, I think we see David, in these verses engaged in battle with his own un-
belief… Just as Abraham did, Moses did, Elijah did, Thomas did, and Paul did…Can you see it 
here. David makes statements of truth, but then reveals his own heart’s thoughts and the 
two are not congruent. Be gracious to me! Answer me! Cast me not off! – You who have 
been my help, O God of my salvation. It is as if David knows these truths, but is working 
hard to believe these truths. His struggle is an open one, but it is fenced in by his faith, ex-
pressed as confidence – because the one who has been in the temple knows that he is shel-
tered in the day of trouble (v.5). When struggle comes for your youth, and it surely will, will 
he or she have grown to love drawing near to God in the midst of the church in a way that 
steels them against the discouragement and disillusionment that eventually results in 
abandonment, and rejection of the faith? 

It is interesting that verse 10 is where it is – when you, parent, are out of the picture, when 
all the earthly trappings are taken away that might artificially hold one to the faith, will your 
youth look to the Lord for his help, his salvation, his shelter? If he or she has been capti-
vated by love for God while in his New Covenant temple (the church), then let me assure 
you, your youth will carry on as one, though attacked and wounded, who has unshakable 
confidence in God. Matthew Henry has observed that a parent’s goal is not to raise a child 
who is independent, but dependent – upon God, confident that even if his mother and fa-
ther disappear from the picture, God himself will be their mother and father. 
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That is Learned Through Instruction (vv. 11-12) 
Verses 11-12 give us insight into what David asks of God in the midst of the struggle we see 
in verses 7-10. [Read vv. 11-12]. David simply asks to be taught and to be led. The request 
almost seems ridiculous… It’s like asking for a school desk and a flashlight while sitting in 
the middle of a hurricane. Why doesn’t David ask that God would make him a fighting ma-
chine instead? Or why doesn’t he ask for the power to tear his enemies limb for limb? Be-
cause, David knows that in order his “head shall be lifted up above my [his] enemies all 
around [him] me…” (v. 6) he must learn and be led along God’s wise path. Where can this 
happen? It happens in the place where David most loves to be, the place he can dwell with, 
gaze upon, and inquire of God. It is no wonder that David longs for the house of the Lord, 
for it is there that he will find his salvation. 

Beloved, our enemies are many. Your children’s enemies are many. There is certainly the 
world, but there is also Satan, and then there is sin. How will we overcome? What will we 
do in the hurricane? We will sit down at our school desks and pick up our flashlights. We will 
resolve to be taught his ways. Q: But where can we be taught his ways? A: Where we can 
inquire of his ways. Q: Where can we inquire of his ways? A: We can inquire of his ways in 
his house. Q: And where is his house? A: His house rests upon Christ, and is built of his peo-
ple. Dear ones, I cannot be more clear, it is here, among God’s people and under the teach-
ing of his word that you will learn the Lord’s ways and be led on his paths. 

Return to verse 5 where this is made so clear – intimacy with God is found in his house, un-
der his word, with his people. When this is true of us, I can be sure that, “he will hide me in 
his shelter in the day of trouble, he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift 
me high upon a rock.” Dear parent, God offers your child what you cannot offer them. 
There is no better desire you could have for them than that they would be taught his ways 
and be led by him on a level path. 

And is Consummated (or Fulfilled) in Hope (vv.13-14) 
Finally, we here the echoes of verses 1-3 in the closing verses of this Psalm. [Read vv. 13-
14]. If our lips are able to profess belief, then surely, faith is our tongue. David, here, by 
faith says, “I believe…” There is no hint in this present Psalm of any earthly reason for David 
to expect that he will see the goodness of the Lord in his present circumstances. Neverthe-
less, David trusts in the promises of God as he counsels himself and all who would listen, to 
wait, to be strong, to take courage. Perhaps he had this promise in mind: 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your off-
spring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom (2 Sam-
uel 7:12) 

These last two verses are the certain expressions of a heart which has been captivated by 
the beauty of the Lord in his temple and transformed by the hope of salvation. How uni-
maginably sweet it would be to hear, in the midst of trouble, our youth quoting these words 
to themselves that Paul spoke in the midst of imprisonment and opposition: 
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Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expecta-
tion and hope that I will not be ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1:18-21) 

 

As we conclude, I want to make just one comment  along the lines of summary and applica-
tion. Much more extensive application, however, will be made this evening by Pastor Russ. 

What is your dream for your child? I believe that most of us would say that we want to see 
our children grow up to be godly children. But are we willing to see that dream eclipse all 
other dreams? Do we want children who have an invincible confidence in their God? The 
kind of almost savage joy that David professes in verses 1-3? Do we want children who say, 
“There is one and only one thing I seek after... that I may dwell in the house of God all the 
days of my life.” Do we want this more than we want to see our children succeed in sports, 
be happy, be well-liked by their peers, perform well in their schooling, complete college, 
have living wages, annual vacations, and “good” homes when they grow up?  

I want to humbly, yet firmly, suggest, that in some of your homes, your earthly desires for 
your children have eclipsed or are eclipsing your heavenly desires for them. I don’t want to 
give specific examples, because it is too easy for us to say, “Oh, that is what he means, well 
that is not me.”  So here is a hypothetical assessment question: Let’s say, on average, it will 
cost about $50K to send your child to college for four years. Higher education is the gate-
way to so many things in life and you and your spouse have worked so hard and given up so 
much to make this possible for your child. He or she is now 14. Overnight, the world 
changes. You wake up and find out that there is now a “church attendance tax.” Effectively, 
to take your child to church for the remaining years they are with you will cost about 
$50,000. What would you do? 

I can only think of one reason why a parent would not spend the $50,000 on college but in-
stead spend it on the church tax… but first hear a quote by Spurgeon on this Psalm: 

More and more is the conviction forced upon my heart that every man must traverse 
the territory of the Psalms himself if he would know what a goodly land they are. They 
flow with milk and honey, but not to strangers; they are only fertile to lovers of their hills 
and vales.7 

The only reason that a parent would spend the $50K on the “church tax” and not college is 
that they themselves had come, like David, to be able to speak every word in Psalm 27 from 
the very truest depth of their heart. They know that there is nothing better than gazing on 
the beauty of the Lord and they are willing to risk their child’s future on it. Let’s Pray. *Pray+ 
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Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters 
to Church 
Psalm 27:4 
Russ Kennedy 

One  thing have  I asked of  the LORD,  that will  I seek after:  that  I may dwell  in  the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and 
to inquire in his temple. 

Coming to the gathered worship of the church at services is an interesting thing. Having 
been reared in Africa, worshipped in Brazil, England and Germany, I have experienced 
many different kinds of church services. Even across traditions and denominations, the ex-
pression of worship in a service is often very different. Now with contemporary worship and 
modern services where entertainment is emphasized and the sermon downsized if not totally 
eliminated, one of the common elements in the historical worship of the church is being lost. 
Up until the modern era, the emphasis in church services was on the preaching of the Bible. 
So, parents had to train their children to learn to participate and profit from church services. 
This has largely been lost today. Our educational systems often are not helping us as they 
themselves drift away from the skills of learning by listening.  

We are shaped in our coming to worship by so many cultural things. Even the way we wor-
ship here in the west is somewhat cultural. And that is OK. This is the glory of the New 
Covenant, that within the bounds God has established, we are encouraged to worship freely. 
However, much of modern worship has lost the bounds and is adrift from the sure anchor of 
God’s Word. So we are free to express our worship in culturally diverse ways but we are not 
free to do anything nor to behave in any way. The Scriptures are clear that the way we 
gather as God’s people will demonstrate what is in our hearts. 

The Psalm Pastor Devon preached from this morning shapes us well for God pleasing wor-
ship. As families we are gathered in the midst of life (v.1-3) to behold (v.4-6), to worship 
(v.7-10), and to learn (v.11-13). We are here in our struggles to see, savor and serve God. At 
the heart of all this is content – words, sentences, paragraphs adding up to meaning in our 
expressions of worship and in our expositions of the Word. So, training your children to par-
ticipate and profit from worship will require more intentional and practical effort on the part 
of the parents. 

Our talks on Sunday evening are aimed at giving counsel and advice. We are making an ap-
peal for some of the etiquette during services. Much of this hopefully will challenge many of 
you and encourage all of you, stimulating you to help your children profit more from our 
services. I would encourage you to share together ideas, lessons and wise counsel from your 
own experience. I also want you to encourage each other in whatever new efforts are being 
made. 

For some who will notice, I am not using a full manuscript this evening. The outline I am 
working from will be available as usual on our web site. Let’s begin with prayer and talk 
together about these things. 

Introduction 
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 2 -  Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters to Church 
   Psalm 27:4 

Bringing Your Children to the Services 
Coming to gathered worship with God’s people is a very great privilege. Because of that we 
need to help our children be ready for services and to take part in services well. 

Preparing for Worship 
Many families are just trying to get every one out the door and in the car in some man-
aged chaos that gets you to church before class begins or before Tom is finished with 
announcements. Here are some guidelines that parents might take on board that will 
stand the family well. 

 Teach by word and deed the importance of our gathering together… 

 Have a heart that looks forward to services and excites your children. If church is 
a dull bore to you, it is difficult to see how your children will love coming… 

 Try to get everyone into bed on Saturday just as you would for a school night 
(assuming of course you believe sleep is important for paying attention.)… 

 Have an organized start to the morning on Sundays. Figure out how much time 
you need to get your family ready, get up and get going… 

 Have whatever passes for breakfast in your home at a set time and make every-
one come to it. Pray together and begin anticipating what God will do. 

 Teach the importance of being on-time and prompt. While this is often perceived 
as a western virtue, it is part of loving others to try to be a bit early so that we are 
in our places and not a distraction as classes or services begin. 

 Use the travel time as an opportunity to prepare your family for worship. Turn 
off the news, CD and radio. Reconcile relationships. Frame your souls and the 
souls of your children to be with God’s people. 

You will see right away that much of this calls for self-discipline. The only way you are 
going to carry this off will be to make some hard decisions and stick with them.  

  

Sermon Page

30 Spiritual Formation in the Home



 Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters to Church  - 3 
 Psalm 27:4 

Participating in Worship 
As we gather together, how we act, participate and respond during the services is both an 
experience of worship and an expression of our hearts. So, in the things that I will say, it 
is important not just to regulate behavior, but to discern hearts. Sometimes, adults (par-
ents, singles, seniors) are not setting a good example in these things. We need to look at 
our own hearts. Sometimes, it is just poor training, church backgrounds or even, just not 
thinking about it. But what can we do to help our sons and daughters participate in wor-
ship better?  

Behaving in Services 
Our primary focus in how we behave in worship is on LOVING OTHERS as we gather… 

 Sitting quietly and not talking - (announcements, offering, etc)… 

 Waiting at the back during prayer, special music, etc… 

 Do not leave during service unless really necessary (teach them to go to 
restroom during service breaks)… 

Participating in Worship 
Our primary focus in participating in worship is LOVING GOD as we sing… 

 Have your children stand with you and sing… 

 Have your children engage the worship as they are able… 

 Resist allowing your children to "play" during worship… 

Listening to Preaching 
Our primary focus in listening to preaching is on HUMBLING OURSELVES under the 
Word… 

 Teach pre-school children who are not in Learning Lambs to listen and 
capture a word, idea or truth in a picture they draw… 

 Teach early elementary children to capture core sentences, phrases or 
words by "taking notes"… 

 Teach the rest of your children to take note either through the Junior 
Notes or by writing down the outline (as they are able)… 

 Reinforce by talking about the service and the sermon on the drive home 
or at lunch or through the week… 
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 4 -  Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters to Church 
   Psalm 27:4 

Bringing Your Children to the Ordinances 
Two special services in the church require you to teach and train your children so that they 
will participate in both a Biblical and an appropriate way. These two services are called the 
ordinances of the church. We believe in and practice in two ordinances, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper or Communion. 

Preparing for Baptism 
It will be helpful to prepare your sons and daughters to observe a baptismal service. 

 Teach them what baptism represents as an opportunity  for  the gospel . 

 We come to publicly confess that we are believers in the gospel.  

 We come to outwardly affirm and physically demonstrate the inward and 
invisible realities of our salvation. At our salvation, God by His Spirit ap-
plied the saving benefits of the death and resurrection to us. A whole host 
of invisible realities took place. One of them we have discussed this eve-
ning, sanctification. God has chosen through this public rite to illustrate 
for our eyes and for our hearts, what God has already done.  

 We come to be identified with and joined to the public gathering of the 
people of God. The consistent witness of the book of Acts is that those 
who believe, are baptized and joined to the gathered, local, visible church. 
Spiritual baptism unites us to the body of Christ. Physical baptism unites 
us to the assembly of Christ.  

 We come as witnesses and as recipients of the grace of God so that our 
rejoicing and boasting is in God alone. 

 Teach them why baptism is important as an opportunity  to  encourage pro-
fessing chi ldren to  make a publ ic  confession . 

 That they are willing to publicly separate themselves from their past life 
of sin, self and religion and live in the kingdom of God;  

 That they have been placed into the saving death, burial and resurrection 
of Christ; 

 That they are to be identified as a member of the Body of Christ and the 
local gathered assembly; 

 That they are now to leave the old life and to walk in newness of life be-
fore the face of God and in the presence of the company of the saints. 

Once your children ask for baptism, begin to confirm their profession while encouraging 
their obedience. We want to be both welcoming and discerning who want to publicly 
profess Christ. 
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 Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters to Church  - 5 
 Psalm 27:4 

Preparing for Communion 
The Lord’s Table or Communion is a special time of remembrance, reflection and rejoic-
ing in the past, present and future work of Christ. He is the focus of this time. Due to the 
interactive nature of this ordinance, you will need to spend some time initially teaching 
and reminding your sons and daughters that only those who publicly have professed 
Christ may participate. 

Now, let me remind you that we have been teaching and explaining our understanding of 
this for almost seven months now. As with all things, we are praying that you will also 
see both the Biblical basis and applied wisdom of our practice. However, we understand 
that for many of you this is new to you and some are not persuaded. We hope that by this 
time you will be willing to encourage your baptized sons and daughters to join with us as 
we share the table. 

 Teach your children the meaning of Communion as an opportunity for the gos-
pel… 

 Teach your children to quietly observe as believers share in the Lord’s Table as 
an opportunity to love others… 

 Be open to the questions and concerns your children may have… 

 Teach your believing children to approach the Lord’s Table with both serious-
ness and thankful joy… 

 Help your believing children to be humble with their peers and not to be “spiritu-
ally superior” because they are able to participate… 

Be aware that the Elders have authorized the celebration of the Lord’s Table at Flocks. 
This will give you more opportunities to teach and to help your sons and daughters. 
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 6 -  Helping Parents Bring Sons and Daughters to Church 
   Psalm 27:4 

 

There might be much more to say. Let me wrap up this evening by inviting you to affirm in 
your own home these core commitments we as a church make to the good of your children 
and the glory of God. 

1.   We will present the Gospel regularly and clearly to the children of Clearcreek 
Chapel. 

2. We will present a comprehensive view of the facts of the Gospel. 

3. We will challenge children to respond to the Gospel in repentance and faith, and a 
public declaration through baptism. 

4. We will not coerce or manipulate the young, impressionable heart. 

5. We will shepherd and work together, church and parents, to assist in the recognition 
of the effects of the Gospel. 

6.   We will be careful to evaluate the authenticity of the response to the Gospel but not 
to the extreme knowing our inability to know the heart. 

Listen again to the closing stanzas of Psalm 27: 
Teach me your way, O LORD, and  lead me on a  level path because of my enemies. 
Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against 
me, and they breathe out violence.  

I believe that  I shall  look upon the goodness of the LORD  in the  land of the  living! 
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
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Keeping Sons and Daughters from Hell 
Hebrews 12:3-17 
Dan Turner 

This morning we continue in our January emphasis on Spiritual Formation in the 

Home.  We began on the 6
th

 with Pastor Russ’ moving message titled Leading Sons 

and Daughters to Christ. The texts he read and what he said challenged us to exam-

ine how we speak about salvation with our children. ―Do we embrace the biblical 

Christ as our sole Ruler and Redeemer?‖ was a question he put forward. ―Do we 

speak in biblical ways to our children concerning the gospel?‖ was a follow up ques-

tion.  Truly, this was a message not mainly to be examined but to be examined by. 

Russ started us off by pointing us to Christ.  

Last week Pastor Devon proclaimed the glories of the church from a text and in a 

way that made many of us long for the enjoyment of grace in the context of God’s 

people. His message Bringing Sons and Daughters to Church was matchless in many 

respects.  The centrality and indispensability of the local church for our children to 

grow up unto salvation was an essential contribution by Devon to our January series.   

Keeping Sons and Daughters from Hell is the title for this morning’s message. What 

came to your mind as you heard this title?  

 That terrifies me 

 This certainly will not pertain to me today 

 That’s not theologically accurate 

 I’m needing help 

 What does that mean? 

 What practical help will this message provide? 

 

When I was given the title and tasked to preach the message, here is what came to 

my mind.  

 

~ Brittany ~Joel ~Seth ~Kara 

 

Where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched (Mk.9:43-48) 

Shame and everlasting contempt (Dan.12:2) 

Fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell (Matt.10:28) 

Into the eternal fire prepared for the devil (Matt.25:41 

It would have been better for that man if he had not been born (Matt.26:24) 

None may cross from there to us (Lk.16:26) 

There will be wrath and fury (Rom.2:6-8) 

Suffer the punishment of eternal destruction (2Thess.1:9-10) 

The gloom of utter darkness…forever (Jude 12-13) 

Their torment goes up forever and ever…they have no rest (Rev.14:11) 

I know just enough about Hell and know much about my children that the reality of 

this message was almost unbearable.  

Introduction 
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Keeping sons and daughters from hell 

 

Today’s message is sobering...but today’s message is also hope-giving 

 

Many things need to be said concerning this topic that I will not say. The topic is 

broad and too big for a 40 minute time slot. As I contemplated the scope of this mes-

sage and meditated upon Hebrews 12, I began to see two responsibilities parents
1
 

have in ―keeping Sons and Daughters from Hell‖. Limiting the message to these two 

responsibilities hopefully will assist us in thinking clearly over and acting carefully 

upon the essence of today’s message taken from Hebrews 12.  

The first responsibility parents/guardians have in Keeping Sons and Daughters from 

Hell will be explored this morning in Heb.12:3-11. The second responsibility will be 

fleshed out this evening from Heb.12:12-17.  

We must pray now; for if God does not give us grace by believing his word, this ex-

ercise this morning will be in vain and our sons and daughters will be vulnerable. 

[pray] 

 

The text for today is Hebrews 12:3-11. Please take out your Bibles and follow along 

with me as I read the text for us. [read] 

Essentially, the book of Hebrews has two sides to its one theme. The writer labors to 

make clear and compelling that 1) Christ is supreme over anything and anyone and 

that 2) doubting that leads to drifting from and deserting Him leads to devastation 

and will result in damnation.  

 

In our passage for today, the original readers were exhorted to endure the chastening 

hand of God (12:1-29). This exhortation is similar to the one in 10:32-39, but now it 

is more specifically in light of the fatherhood of God (v.7-11). A transition is made 

from the ―great cloud of witnesses‖ of chapter 11 to the supreme example of the 

Son’s faithfulness in his suffering in order that their faith might be perfected (12:1-

4). Since Christ is the Son of God, so believers united by this faith to Christ are sons 

of God (v. 5). For this reason, God will deal with them as a Father does his own chil-

dren (v. 5-11). In the midst of the severe warnings comes this note of encourage-

ment: even though the readers are suffering, since they are sons they are saved. This 

discipline from God is proof that they are indeed sons (v. 8)—in fact, unless they are 

disciplined they will not grow in grace (v.12-17). Such growth is essential evidence 

that they will see God uninterruptedly with great joy forevermore (v. 14). 

                                                 
1 The primary responsibility for teaching and training children in the home falls upon the father (cf. 

Eph.6:4). I’m broadening the application out to parents largely due to Proverbs1:8.  
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With that as our text and theme, we need to sense the tone of this text. When I read it 

to you, what did you gather?  Listening to the very words of this text what is your 

expectation?  

The tone of the text is not playful. Light and jokey are not adjectives one would use 

to describe this passage.   Rather we sense urgency, seriousness, a lack triviality. 

This will serve us well as we think carefully over the title and task in front of us to-

day.   

The reason for this tone is that the first century church to which the letter was origi-

nally written was undergoing much suffering (cf. 10:32ff). And a basic temptation 

for everyone in times of difficulty is to quit. Losing sight of the object of faith and 

getting tired the church was settling into the world and lacking the energy for daily 

discipleship. This according to the writer of Hebrews was a serious condition. Wa-

vering in doubt over God’s promises cannot go unchecked. Doubting leads to drift-

ing (2:1-4) and drifting leads to defecting (3:6b-4:13; 5:11-6:6; 10:26-31) and defect-

ing will ultimately lead to denying the faith and living forever in the consuming fire 

of God (12:18-29).  

The Word from God in front of us this morning is a serious Word. And so, let us 

now give our undivided attention to God’s Word and Keeping Sons and Daughters 

from Hell.    

 

As said earlier, from this passage we can glean two basic responsibilities aimed at 

Keeping Sons and Daughters from Hell.  The first responsibility deduced from this 

text for parents is: 

Teach our children about pain and persecution vv.3-11 
Much time and energy are committed to our children from the time they are born to 

the time they leave home (and our empty nesters know that it doesn’t stop there). 

I’ve been at parenting now for about 15 years. And noticing my susceptibility and 

observing our culture it is apparent to me that we do not want our children to suffer. 

We work hard at giving our children a good life – good home, good food, good 

clothes, good church, good toys, good birthdays, good friends, good neighborhoods, 

good health, good schools – Nothing too terribly wrong with this is there?   

But as we think together over what this text is saying, we may need to include one 

more good thing for our children to this list. And you can see this good thing in v.10.  

―…he disciplines us for our good that we may share his holiness‖. To understand the 

painful discipline of the Heavenly Father, we need to teach our children about pain 

and persecution. To partner up with the gospel and the Holy Spirit (cf. 2Cor.6:1) to 

keep our sons and daughters from hell we must teach them about suffering.  

 

By considering the Son  v.3-4 

We teach them about pain and persecution first by considering the Son; vv. 3-4. 
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In his endurance of pain and persecution v.3a 

The weak and wandering church in the first century needed their faith 

strengthened.   This aim sounds similar to the 21
st
 century church. They re-

ceived plenty examples of living by faith in future grace as seen in chapter 

11. Now the author wants the readers to notice Jesus as the supreme example 

of persevering in the midst of pain and persecution. When becoming weary 

on the way and growing faint in heart because there seems to be no end in 

sight we need to teach our children to consider Jesus (cf. 3:1).  

When they consider him what are they to see?  

He is both pioneer and perfecter of our faith (cf. v.2) 

Looking at the O.T. saints as examples of living by faith is a good thing 

(as seen in chapter 11).  But here, we have one who is par excellence. He 

is according to Rev.1:5 ―the faithful witness‖ to the Father in the face of 

persecution even to death, which he conquered and then he became the 

cosmic ruler [Beale, Revelation, 190]. Our sons and daughters must un-

derstand when facing pain and persecution that Jesus is both our faith’s 

pioneer and perfecter.  

Pioneer 

They must be taught that Jesus is the pioneer of the faith. He is presented 

here as the one who blazed the trail that leads to glory that travels through 

suffering. He is seen as the initiator and leader of the faith. The author 

wants us to see that as Jesus went before all the O.T. saints he goes before 

us. ―Jesus, who saved a people out of the land of Egypt‖ as Jude tells us 

and ―Jesus who nourished the people in the wilderness‖ as Paul tells us is 

the same Jesus who takes us out of the slavery of sin and sustains us in 

the painful seasons of a fallen world. This is the One to whom we must 

look when tempted to quit.  

Perfecter 

Not only do we see him as our faithful leader but also as our Perfecter of the 

faith. He perfectly obeyed the Father through his humble beginnings, through 

the persecutions as he taught in the Synagogues and villages, through the ag-

ony of mocking, flogging, insults, even death on a cross. How his ―not my 

will but yours be done‖ echoes throughout these words in v.2-3. That he did 

not use supernatural powers to abort the mission made him the perfecter of 

our faith. That he endured such hostility from sinners without sinning in 

thought, word or deed makes him our perfecter of that faith. That shedding 

his blood on the cross while hanging nakedly sealed the victory for his people 

as he ascended to and sat down at the right hand of God. Victory was pro-

cured for God’s people. He submitted to shame and death by keeping his eyes 

upon future joy – a joy that will be shared with those for whom he died as 

sacrifice and lives as high priest. This, beloved,  is the One to whom we must 

look when tempted to quit. Our sons and daughters must be taught about pain 

and persecution by first seeing Jesus like this.  
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For our endurance in pain and persecution  v.3b-4 

Now the plain application of v.3a is found in v.3b-4.  As our sons and daugh-

ters come to faith in Jesus (as talked about two weeks ago) and are nourished 

in and by His church (as seen last week) we must teach them endurance 

through pain and persecution.  They will face obstacles and setbacks and 

temptations and sin. They will become discouraged and challenged by peers 

to give in to their flesh and sin deliberately (cf. 10:26; 11:25).  

We must teach our sons and daughters about pain and persecution by helping 

them to consider Christ in all the awfulness of the cross and the awesomeness 

of the resurrection. And the practical reason for this teaching is noticed in 

v.3b-4. They need encouragement through pain and persecution lest they 

grow weary and fainthearted.   

One of the most dangerous conditions we or our children can experience is 

―growing weary or fainthearted‖. If our sons and daughters do not consider 

Christ when they are experiencing pain or persecution for their faith they will 

become discouraged. And as set forth in the book of Hebrews, doubting gives 

rise to drifting, drifting leads to defecting which will eventually drive them to 

the destination of hell.   

This must be our focus as parents and guardians of sons and daughters. We 

must always consider Christ. Learn to look at him in the book; the Bible. 

Learn to see and savor Him in the book; the Bible. Talk to him in prayer. 

Keep your eyes upon him in trials. Then use the occasion of difficulty to 

teach your children about Jesus and His redemptive suffering. This will be 

their only hope. This will become their highest example. This will be their ul-

timate encouragement.    

 

By submitting to the Father v.5-11  

So we’ve seen how to teach our sons and daughters about pain and persecution 

by considering the Son. This was preserved for us in v.3-4. Now we want to con-

tinue thinking upon teaching our sons and daughters about pain by submitting to 

the Father as seen in v.5-11.  

Through reminding them of how He talks to us  v.5-6 

First, a look at how God talks to us. Notice how v.5 starts out. ―And have you 

forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons‖.  The problem of want-

ing to quit the race of the Christian run is not mainly found in our circum-

stances.  It is seen here as ―forgetting‖ what the Word says. And the Word 

―addresses‖ us. That means that the way God talks to his people is through 

His word. Our sons and daughters are called to submit to the Father as seen in 

v.9. If they are not hearing Him by heeding the Word, they will become dis-

couraged and they will subtly begin the drift.  

When our sons and daughters are hurting, you must take the occasion to 

guide them back to the Scriptures. Be aware that they forget how the Lord 
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talks to them. They forget the Scriptures. You must remind them of how He 

talks and what He says to them.  

The writer of Hebrews saw a relationship between the temptation to become 

discouraged and what the writer of Proverbs 3 said. So take your sons and 

daughters directly to Proverbs 3 and notice how a father urges his son to un-

derstand that wisdom will bring him blessing 3:11-20; blessing through pay-

ing attention to the teaching of his father, blessing through embracing and be-

ing embraced by the LORD’s steadfast love and faithfulness, blessing 

through trusting in the LORD with all their heart and not leaning on their 

own understanding, blessing through humility, blessing through loving others 

sacrificially, and lastly blessing through submitting to the LORD’s discipline 

in the midst of pain (Pr.3:11-12).  

We need to teach our children about pain and persecution by submitting to 

the Father through reminding them of how he talks and what He says to us.   

Through reminding them of how He treats us v.7-10a 

Second, teaching them about submission to the Father through reminding 

them of how He treats us. This can be seen in v.7-10a.  

Let’s think upon this for a moment. When things are going easy and pleasing, 

our sons and daughters tend to say ―God is good‖. They earned a B on a dif-

ficult test, they received comments on their My Space that were sweet, their 

birthday party was well attended and many presents were enjoyed, they tried 

out and made the basketball team, Bobby thinks she is cute and Brandy 

thinks he is hot, they got permission to stay up til midnight at their last sleep-

over. When things are going easy and pleasing, our sons and daughters tend 

to say ―God is good‖.  

Now this comment is not inaccurate but it can be revealing if we are not say-

ing the same thing when times are tough. In this passage times were excruci-

atingly difficult. The first century church was undergoing severe suffering at 

the hands of hostile sinners (cf. 12:3).  Some were tortured. Others suffered 

mocking and flogging and chains and imprisonment. Some were stoned and 

loved ones were sawn in two. They had their homes ransacked and became 

homeless (cf. 10:32-36; 11:35b-38). In such severe suffering what do you 

suppose their temptation was? Look carefully at v.7. Notice that the writer 

wants them to remember something about the nature of God; namely how the 

LORD treats them.  

We and our sons and daughters when undergoing pain must keep in mind that 

we are not treated as enemies of God. He is not angry with us; we who trust 

in Christ. He does not treat us as opponents who need to be defeated. He is 

not masochistic and loves to see pathetic people suffering. Rather, He is a Fa-

ther. He loves and cares for His children. We must teach our sons and daugh-

ters about the love of God in the midst of pain. [ill. of 2yr. old just spanked] 

We must help them understand verse 6; that He loves them as He disciplines 

them. That he treats them as his sons and daughters is clear from v.7.   
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Therefore, they must endure the discipline of the Heavenly Father by remem-

bering that they are treated as His children to whom He demonstrates His 

love.  

To free our children from the paralyzing effects of discouragement and self 

pity and anger and pride, beloved pay close attention to v.7-10 and help your 

children understand the Lord’s activity in pain.  

We must teach our children not to instruct the Lord over how He must love 

his people. We must discipline and instruct our sons and daughters how to 

learn from Jesus what love truly is. We must show our sons and daughters in 

the Bible that His love for His children actively takes away their attitudes and 

actions that would reduce their desire and capacity to love the best – who is 

Jesus Christ. As one preacher has put it, ―Love is doing whatever you need to 

do to help people see and savor the glory of God in Christ forever and ever‖ 

[Piper]. 

In light of v.3, our sons and daughters must see that the painful love of their 

Heavenly father keeps Christ central in their affections. Train up your chil-

dren by reminding them of how He treats us – and that is ―as sons & daugh-

ters‖.  

Through reminding them of how He trains us v.10b-11 

So far we’ve seen that we have a responsibility to our sons and daughters to 

teach them about pain and persecution.  This responsibility is fleshed out in 

Heb.12:1-11 which instructs the church over how not to lose heart but rather 

to endure pain and persecution. We have said that we are to do this for our 

children by teaching them to do two things. 1) Consider the Son 2) Submit to 

the Father.  For the last 10 minutes, this last aspect of ―submitting to the Fa-

ther‖ is what we’ve been focusing on.  

Now in v.10b-11 we come to another way of submitting to the Father in diffi-

cult times. We are to remember and teach our children about how He trains 

us.  

When our sons and daughters begin to notice that in all pain and perplexity 

and even persecution, the Heavenly Father has their best interest at heart, 

they will inevitably respond differently. When they accept hardship as loving 

discipline at the hand of God they will trust Him. As they welcome disap-

pointments and difficulties as something designed by their heavenly Father 

for their good, they will cease to respond in resentment and rebellion. They 

will enjoy a harvest of peace and righteousness because they have been 

trained by the LORD.  
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To take this message to a pointed conclusion I call us to reflect upon an episode in 

the Bible whose theme reflects our concerns today (cf. Gen.19) 

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19 is one of the most gripping 

passages in the Bible. This chapter is about God rescuing the righteous and destroy-

ing the wicked. It describes much of both depravity and deliverance. The LORD res-

cues His people from their own sin and from the wrath of God. His people as we see 

in this passage began to flee from danger and pursue shelter AS THEY BELIEVE 

THE WARNINGS FROM GOD.  

Lot was urging the sons and daughters to leave this old city and pursue a new begin-

ning. As he taught about the justice of God and how to receive mercy from God his 

―sons-in-law‖ thought he was kidding. They laughed at Lot when Lot meant busi-

ness. The sons-in-law took Lot’s words lightly and then took God’s wrath eternally.  

My counsel to each of us shaped by the content and tone of Hebrews 12 is: 

1. Life is serious. Don’t teach reality through triviality.  

2. Teach the sons and daughters that:  

a. Hell is real.  

b. Hell’s pain is a perpetual penalty for sin.  

c. None of Jesus’ pain was a penalty for his sin. It was for his people’s 

sin.  

d. Resting in and relying upon Christ’s sinless life and cross death is 

eternal salvation. 

e. Following Christ is painful and worth it. 

f. Following Christ requires  

i. Considering Him in all His pain 

ii. Submitting to the Father in all our pain. 

Hebrews 12:3-11 makes plain the reality in which our children live. To help keep our 

sons and daughters from hell will require us to teach them about pain and persecu-

tion. We must daily clarify for and confront each of us with the truth that all our suf-

fering is under the banner of God’s loving discipline. Our pain and suffering in this 

life are not accidents God responds to and uses somehow. All pain is lovingly de-

signed by our Heavenly Father to discipline each of us unto holiness. That is the real-

ity in which our children live. We must teach them carefully and prayerfully the bib-

lical notion of suffering. We are to do this in order to help our children forge strong 

convictions concerning God’s wise and gracious sovereignty in their pain. This will 

lead them away from hell and into the arms of the Heavenly Father. 

 

 

Conclusion 
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Helping Sons and Daughters  
Hebrews 12:12-17 
Dan Turner 

What follows are talking points that form a skeleton of discussion as we think together over 

application to this morning’s message. The talk is given not to answer all our questions over 

parenting and assisting our children away from hell.  Rather, it is given to stimulate thought  

and generate commitments. We want to be inquiring over this topic. And we want to be ap-

plying what we see from this topic.  

Therefore, our time tonight will be shaped by scripture and aimed at practical implementa-

tion.  

As you may remember, this morning we taught on Hebrews 12:1-11 to make plain the real-

ity in which our children live. We said that to help keep our sons and daughters from hell 

would require us to teach them about pain and persecution. In that message, we wanted to 

clarify and then confront each of us with the truth that all our suffering is under the banner 

of God’s loving discipline. Our pain and suffering in this life are not accidents God responds 

to and uses somehow. All pain is lovingly designed by our Heavenly Father to discipline 

each of us unto holiness. That is the reality in which our children live. We must teach them 

carefully and prayerfully the biblical notion of suffering. We are to do this in order to help 

our children forge strong convictions concerning God’s wise and gracious sovereignty in our 

pain. This will lead them away from hell and into the arms of the Heavenly Father. 

Tonight, we pick up where we left off by offering some practical applications to the above 

teaching.  

Helping Sons and Daughters from Hell 
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight 

paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 

Strive for peace with everyone and for the holiness without which no one will see the 

Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” 

spring up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexual im-

moral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. For you know that 

afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 

chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. (Hebrews 12:12-17) 

From this text we can glean exhortations and applications that will assist us in helping 

our sons and daughters. 

By helping to strengthen their walk v.12 

 Weariness in the walk happens and is serious. 

 Notice discouragement when it’s present. 

 How do vv.3-11 help us understand the difficulties we/they experience? 

 Talk with your children about God as the loving heavenly Father. Help them 

to talk about lessons they may be learning through difficulty.  
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 Help them to understand God’s design for pain. 

 When we settle for less God’s love actively takes away what minimizes 

our desire for the best.  

 Get a good sense of the biblical teaching of idolatry. Read again James 

4:1-10 

 Pray often as you see “drooping” children. Use vv.3-11 as a map and fuel for 

your prayers. 

 We are to encourage our children when they undergo discipline. 

 Consider ways of encouraging your children. 

 One by one, take a walk with your children. This is a great time to consider 

the difficulties and God’s design in the difficulty. Help them to talk in bibli-

cal categories as learned this morning.  

 Play a game with your children. Simply entering into their likes can create 

opportunities for talk (either then or at a later time). 

 As you hear disappointments, suspend quick fix answers. Learn how to ask 

your children heart-revealing questions.
1
 Aim not to fix their problems but to 

hear their hearts. Love them, get to know them and then talk with them over 

the theology of v.3-11 and how it may map over their issues.  

 Peruse the book of Proverbs. Insights will be found like “Anxiety in a man’s 

heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad” (12:25) or “a joy-

ful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones” (17:22). 

See “a crushed spirit” as an occasion to get closer to your son or daughter.   

 All our fatherly discipline must reflect our Father’s heavenly discipline. 

 Read Ephesians 6:1-4. See the “circle of safety” in the text; “obey…honor…in 

order that it might go well for you”.  

 Fathers, carefully understand your role according to Ephesians 6:4. We are to 

“bring them up”. Be active in your children’s lives. Don’t lean unnecessarily on 

surrogates; youth group, religious schools, grandparents, etc.  Watch out for ex-

cessive TV viewing, video game playing, etc. as a way to keep your children oc-

cupied. Something or someone will “bring them up”. THIS MUST BE YOU. 

 Fathers, also care much over Colossians 3:21 that says, “Fathers, do not provoke 

your children, lest they become discouraged”. Sinful use of power and authority 

will hurt and not help your children. Watch your patterns when disciplining. Do 

they reflect selfish living – “I just want peace and quiet”. Remember; the strong 

will not love the weak with their strength unless they become mastered by the 

rule and love of Christ.  

                                                 
1 D. Powlson’s x-ray questions are most helpful.  Ask for a copy of the questions and their related references 

from the office or talk with your elder.  
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 Title  - 3 
 Text 

 Work hard at developing your vision for God-given authority. In light of 

2Cor.9:2; Eph.6:4 & Col.3:23, our authority is to stir people to do and be what 

otherwise would never have been achieved.  Be for and not against your children 

when disciplining.  

 Corporal discipline is not to expel anger. If you find yourself out of control over 

your children’s sin, get help. Attend next week’s Family Enrichment Retreat. 

Read the speaker’s book “Uprooting Anger”. Pick up a copy of Shepherding a 

child’s heart; part 2 – Shepherding through the stages of childhood. An excellent 

resource over both objectives and procedures in disciplining your children.  

 Rid yourselves of the destructive nature of endless criticism and harsh punish-

ments. Read much the gospels and see Jesus. Watch how he talked and walked 

with his people.  

 Stay consistent in your discipline while staying affectionate in your interactions.  

 After spanking, hold them affectionately, talk to them tenderly, pray with 

them compassionately. Make sure your children understand their specific sin, 

their stupendous Savior, what repentance is and how to rest in, rely upon and 

rejoice over the gospel.
2
    

By helping to steer their way v.13 

 Correction along the way is crucial. 

 Help your children see that the “path” in which to walk is not a mere set of rules 

or principles. The “way” is a Person; Jesus Christ our Lord (cf. Jn.14:6). Help 

them connect their rebellion not to breaking rules but to the beautiful Redeemer. 

Talk like this. Pray like this. Live life like this. They will begin to see (if it is the 

Lord permits) what they are missing. This is correction biblically.  

 Insist that you correct yourself first before correcting sons and daughters. Read 

and think upon Matt.7:1-12. Notice carefully why and how to discipline yourself 

first.  

 Be cognizant over your children’s specific vulnerabilities. Correction removes as 

much as possible temptations from children. For example, if they are demonstrat-

ing insubordination, quick temper, mean spirit and the like – watch their video 

games as they play (or their DVD’s). Notice their assumed identities in the 

games. See how the characters get their way. Talk about this with them. Remove 

the video games for a season. Help them focus on others by giving them oppor-

tunities to serve others.  

 Develop good ways of accountability. Making straight paths will require hard 

work. Write out on a 3x5 card disciplines both of you are pursuing. Ask lovingly 

how your son/daughter is doing. Ask them to ask you the same set of questions.  

 

                                                 
2 Pick up a copy of “The Gospel Primer” by V. Milton. Pastor Dan still has a few copies left. And excellent 

tool to help us rehearse the gospel to our own hearts first and then to the hearts of our children.  
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By helping to stimulate their witness  v.14 

 Peacemaking and pursing holiness are a large part of our witness. 

 Model this for your children. Humble yourself and confess your sins to your 

children asking them to forgive you. Teach through example. Keep your heart 

close to Christ in your relationships. If you’ve been visibly sinning at home in 

your position as authority (i.e. demanding, harsh, ruling, yelling, sarcastic, aloof, 

absent, etc.), call for a family gathering in which you confess your sin and seek 

their forgiveness. Take harmonious relationships and holy living seriously.   

 Help them pursue their own peacemaking attempts. When there is a squabble in 

the toy room, don’t shrug it off as if it doesn’t matter. Help them reconcile. When 

there is a broken relationship at school, help them think carefully over whether or 

not they have contributed to it. Teach them to go to people and talk about what 

happened. Help them to take responsibility where needed and don’t take respon-

sibility where it is not needed. Teach them that “if possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceable with all”. Use Romans 12:9-21 as a map to navigate diffi-

cult relationships.  

 See conflict as an opportunity to disciple your children rather than a threat to 

dismantle your ease. Don’t love anything more than the Savior. Don’t see your 

life as yours. Rather, you are an ambassador to represent Christ to those who 

need to reconcile with Him (cf. 2Cor.5:10ff). Your children’s conflicts are invita-

tions to get closer to them. Use them this way.  

By helping to sober them through warnings  v.15-17 

 Warnings are a means of grace for the elect.  

 Illustrate how warnings help those who pay attention. An example:                 

caution; slippery when wet.  The wise heed and are safe – the foolish proceed 

and pay.  

 Discern and discuss the warnings seen in v.15-17. 

 Beware if you think “I’m at peace with God even though my heart is far from 

God” (v.15). Should you see your children just shrugging off the small sins as 

though it is no big deal, help them see otherwise. Don’t teach them that salvation 

is merely a decision in the past that has little to do with the present. Teach them 

lifestyle repentance.  

 Beware if your earthly values eclipse heavenly values (v.16-17). When your sons 

or daughters chief concerns are material interests and living for the moment, dis-

cuss the warnings with them.  Watch for flippant attitudes toward the things of 

salvation. Esau had so little value for the birthright that when he got hungry he 

sold it for a bowl of cereal.  

Undoubtedly, much more could be said over this topic.  I’m simply going to ask us to pon-

der this day of Keeping our Sons and Daughters from Hell. Allow it to sober you. Allow it 

to govern your parenting. Allow it to shape your convictions. Allow it to move you closer to 

your children. Allow it to clarify your thinking and correct your living.  

Conclusion 
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